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THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

director of convict prisons 

IN IRELAND, 

UNDER 17 & IS VIC., CAP. 76. 



TO THE RIGHT HON; LORD NAAS, M.P., 

CHIEF SEOEETAKY FOE IEEEAND. 

Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 
February, 1867. 

My Lord, 

In accordance witli the provisions of the Act 17 & 18 Vic., 
cap. 7G, I beg to submit the Annual Report on the state of the 
Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1SGG. 

A ccommodation. 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Prisons on 
the 1st January, 1SG7, may be estimated as amounting to *2,850. 

Government Prisons. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody on 1st January, 1867, . . 995 436 1 1,43 1 

Accommodation on 1st January, 1867, . . *1,800 550 *2,350 

County and City Gaols. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody on 1st January, 1867, . . 1 5 6 

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 1,437. 

Number of Convicts Sentenced to Penal Servitude during 
the Year 1866 . 



6 years, . 










Males. 
. 63 


Females. 

34 


Total. 

97 


7 „ . 










. 67 


53 


120 


8 „ 










. 1 


- 


1 


9 „ 










2 


- 


2 


10 „ 










! 19 


3 


22 


14 „ 










. 5 


- 


5 


15 „ 










. 2 


- 


2 


20 „ 










2 


- 


2 


Life, . 










! 13 


1 


14 


Gross Total sentenced in 1866, 


. 174 


91 


$265 



* Not including the closed prison at Pliilipstown, "which has accommodation for 
750 males; but including Fort Carlisle, whore additional accommodation is pro- 
vided for 200 males. 

t This number does not include 139 political prisoners who were in Mountjoy 
Prison on 1st January, 1867. 

| Nineteen of these are military convicts. 
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Thirteenth Annual Report of the Director 

Disposal of Convicts. 

Discharged unconditionally, on completion of sentence, &c . , . . 129 

• Released on Orders of Licence, .310 

Total, 439 

Subjoined is a table similar to that given in previous 
Animal Reports, showing- the number of Convicts respectively 
“ In Custody, &e., “ Convicted,” and “ Discharged,” since the 
year 1854, inclusive : — 



In custody in 
Government Prisons, 
January 1st. 


Year. 


Convicted. 


_ No. 

Discharged. 


*3933 


1854 


710 


658 


3427 


1855 


518 


820 


3209 


1S5G 


389 


1107 


2G14 


1857 


426 


910 


2277 


1858 


358 


946 


1773 


1859 


322 


595 


1631 


1860 


331 


524 


1492 


1861 


368 


561 


1314 


1862 


592 


317 


1575 


1863 


511 


326 


1768 


1864 


407 


391 


1776 


1865 


299 


410 


1637 


1866 


f265 


439 


1431 


1867 


— 


— 



After the test of twelve years’ work it can hardly be considered 
necessary that I should add any observations upon the system; 
indeed, the a, hove table supplies the best possible proof that the 
expectations of earlier years have not been unfulfilled, and, with 
the lengthened sentences which the Penal Servitude Act of 1804 
renders imperative, I anticipate still greater success than has 
been already attained. However, until after the expiration of 
the year 1808 we shall not he in a position to judge accurately 
the results of the Act, and its effects in decreasing crime. 

Upon this point the following passage from the Annual Report 
for the year 1S05, is of some importance 

“ The Directors are enabled to report that the system of classification 
now for so many years established, which leads up from the commencing 
stage of separate confinement to the final stage of the intermediate 
prisons, continues to work satisfactorily. The number of convicts 
attaining the privileges of the intermediate prisons and consequent 
remission of imprisonment and discharge on licence, has comprised the 
usual proportion of from 70 to 7 a per cent, of the whole number dis- 
charged. The only change that has been considered necessary in the 
arrangements in connexion with these intermediate prisons, has been the 
shortening of the period that the prisoners with longer sentences are to 
be permitted to pass in that stage of confinement ; six months being the 
period allotted for prisoners under the shorter sentences of five years’ 
penal servitude, and one month additional being allowed for each addi- 
tional year of sentence. It is considered that these periods will afford 
sufficient time for the training and preparation for discharge on licence 

* In addition to this number there were 345 convicts under detention in the 
county prisons, and several hundred in Bermuda and Gibraltar, who were subse- 
quently discharged in Ireland. 

f nineteen ot' these are military convicts. 
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of Convict Prisons in Ireland . 

which the intermediate prisons have been established to provide, and 
will also allow of the prisoners being discharged with a sufficient amount 
of oratuity to assist in their support, and to furnish them with a supply 
of “tools &e., for their work, till ablo to establish themselves in some 
settled course of employment. This diminution of the time during which 
the prisoners under longer sentences arc to bo allowed the advantages of 
intermediate prisons, has been considered also to be in accordance with 
the more stringent bearing of the late Penal Servitude Act, as length- 
ening the periods during which the greater criminals will be subjected 
to the more penal stages of imprisonment. It will here be proper to 
observe that convicts under life sentences, or whose crimes have been of 
a specially grave character, cannot by any degree of prison conduct attain 
to the advantages of the intermediate prisons, and that reconvicted pri- 
soners who have had those advantages during their former sentences, are 
also invariably excluded.” 

I have endeavoured to carry out most strictly the provisions of 
the law in revoking licences for breaches of the conditions. I 
believe that in thus acting Lam not alone obeying the law, but I 
am also checking crime, as I have almost invariably found that a 
licence-holder who infringes its conditions is certain to end by 
relapsing into liis old criminal course of life. 

The revocations of licences during the year 18GG • stand as 
follows, for Males — 

Revoked for breach of conditions ... 10 

„ for now offences . . . . 14 

For Females — 

Revoked for breach of conditions in the Refuges 7 
„ for new offences Nil. 

The conduct of the prisoners has been generally satisfactory, 
and there has been no attempt at combined insubordination. 

There were hut two cases of corporal punishment during the 
year. These were cases of young lads, and the birch only was 
used. 

The Refuges for convict women continue to work in the usual 
admirable way. I have had occasion to draw- the attention of 
the Committee of the Heytesbury-street Refuge to some defects 
in the management of that institution ; but I consider they, have 
made arrangements by which the objectionable points will be 
remedied. . 

Mr. Organ still continues to discharge the duties, of his office as 
Lecturer, and Inspector of Released Convicts in the Dublin 
District, and the approval of his exertions expressed in the 
Annual Report for 18GB applies ■with equal force to the year 
which has just passed. 

I have found it necessary to recommend that a Stole Clerk be 
added to the staff at Smithiield Prison. An extern night 
watchman has been added to each of the Mount] oy Prisons. 

I regret to report that towards the close of last December an 
outbreak of cholera occurred at the Mountjoy Male Convict 
Prison, which caused the deaths of four prisoners. The parti- 
culars are set forth in the annexed Annual Report of the Medical 
Superintendent, page 14. 

The Government Docks at Haulbowline are worked by large 
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numbers of convicts, and I am happy to be able to state that the 
authorities superintending are much pleased with the labour of 
the men employed. 

The usual observations referring to matters connected with the 
particular prisons, will be found in the Reports of the Governors 
or Superintendents. 

The photographing of convicts has been, during the year-, ex- 
tended to the Mountjoy Female Prison. This was an adjunct to 
recognition much needed. 

In the month of April last my late colleague, Captain I. S. 
Whitty, became ill, and was obliged, from continued delicate 
health, to retire from the service last October. His great ex- 
perience, his untiring energy, and his whole-hearted devotion to 
duty, render his withdrawal a loss to the department with which 
he had been for nearly a quarter of a century connected. The 
loss, however, can be best appreciated by those who had the ad- 
vantage of serving with him. 

If proof were required of the broad, the solid, and the secure 
principles upon which the Irish convict system is founded, none 
stronger could be adduced than the efficient mode in which that 
system has worked at the outlying stations— Spike Island, Fort 
Carlisle, and Lusk,— even though this department has been 
earned on, more or less, by a single Director during a period of 
over ten months. Owing to the imperative necessity for my 
constant and close attendance in Dublin, arising out of the 
management of large bodies of untried political prisoners who 
were detained in the Mountjoy Male Prison, it was impossible for 
me. to extend to the outlying stations that personal supervision 
winch is desirable, and which cannot be dispensed with for any 
lengthened period without detriment to the particular establish- 
meats, however zealous and careful the local authorities may be. 
In all such establishments frequent inspection by superior 
authority is. necessary, and if this is wanting diversities of prac- 
tice will unintentionally spring up, marring the right working of 
a whole system, and will become day by day more difficult to 
remedy. I feel deep satisfaction in stating that no such evils as 
these have developed, themselves in the Irish convict system, 
and I am bound in justice to record that in endeavouring to 
prevent them I have been aided, constantly and zealously, by the 
Inspector, Captain Barlow. . 



I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your obedient servant, 

Patrick Joseph Murray, 

Director. 

It was considered, advisable after the suspension of the Habeas 
Copius Act in the year 1866, that most of the persons arrested 
under the warrant of the Lord Lieutenant should be committed 
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to the Mountjoy Male Convict Prison. The following return 
shows the number of persons in custody at Mountjoy in each 
week from February 24th to December 29th, 1800 



Week ending 
1866. February 24, 
March 3, 

„ io. 

„ 17 , 

„ 24, 

31, 
7, 
14, 
21 , 
28, 
5, 
12 , 
19, 
26, 
2 , 
9, 
16, 
23, 
30, 
7, 
14, 
21 , 
28, 



April 



May 



June 



July 



No. 

89 

90 
62 
83 
87 

124 

120 

119 
118 

120 

127 

128 
160 
102 
160 

156 
161 
159 
153 
151 

157 
14S 
138 



W eek ending 

18G6. August 4, 

„ H f 

» 18, 

» 25 , 

September 1, 

„ 8 , 

„ 15, 

22 

u , 

„ 29, 

October 6, 
„ 13, 

20 , 

„ 27, 

November 3, 

„ io, 

,, 17 , 

„ 24, 

December 1, 

: & 

„ 22 , 

„ 29, 



No. 

125 

122 

115 

162 

226 

208 

178 

154 

137 

128 

117 

108 

97 

88 

78 

72 

70 

72 

91 

111 

143 

139 



P. J. Murray. 
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Mount joy 
Male 
Convict 
Prison. 

Director's 

Report. 



Governor's 

Report. 



MOUNTJOY MALE CONVICT PRISON. 



The conduct of the officers has, during the year, been generally 
very satisfactory. 

The Chaplains report favourably upon the religious and moral 
conduct of the convicts. 

The discipline remains unaltered, and the convicts are employed 
as in former years. 

The annexed report of the Governor states the produce of the 
convicts’ labour. 

With the exception of an outbreak of cholera in December 
last, the health of the convicts has been very good. The parti- 
culars of the outbreak are given in the annual report of the 
Medical Superintendent. 

The Commissioners of Public Works have maintained the 
buildings in good order, and no alterations or additions .were 
found necessary, with the exception of some defensive works, and 
some barriers separating the convicts from the prisoners arrested 
under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act. 

For the safe custody of the last-named prisoners, it was consi- 
dered necessary to draft certain trained warders from the staff of 
Spike Island Prison, to do duty at Mountjoy, as assistants to the 
regular 'staff of the latter prison; and temporary warders were 
engaged. A military guard, and an external patrol of pensioners 
did duty throughout the year ; and for portions of it, a cavalry 
patrol was placed upon the Circular-road, near the prison. Pre- 
vious to the employment of the pensioners’ patrol, the duty was 
done by the constabulary. 

The expenses of the prison have been, for convicts and untried 
prisoners, of the ordinary kind, and appear under the various heads 
in the Appendix. 

A complete code of Rides for the Mountjoy Prison is now 
prepared, by direction of the Chief Secretary, and awaits his 
approval 

Patrick Joseph Murray, 

Director. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government Prison, 
February, 1867. 

Sib, — I have the honour to submit my report, and statistical details of 
this prison for the year 1866 ; and I am, as usual, again enabled to state 
that, as time has progressed, the system has become the more developed, 
its practical results more manifest, and each successive year’s experience 
has proved that, in the course of treatment pursued, much has been 
effected towards the great ends in view — the reformation of criminals 
and repression of crime. 
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As regards tlio roligioiis and secular instruction of the prisoners, and Moontjot 
tlieir sanitary condition, tlio usual attention lias been paid. Tlie rules for 
their discipline aud guidance were carefully explained to all, and tlieir pmson. 
conduct, in general, during tlio past year has been remarkably good. 

The punishments have, in proportion to the average daily number ol ReporL 
convicts in custody, greatly decreased ; tlio offences were, for the most 
part, slight breaches of rule, and iu short, out of 173 prisoners removed 
to association during the year, 140 of theso passed a probationary term of 
only eight instead of nine months in separation, owing to tlieir very 
satisfactory conduct in tlieir first and very important stage of prison dis- 
cipline. They were, as usual, employed iu picking oakum, in their 
separate cells, for tlie first three months after reception, and then engaged 
in learning the rudiments of tailoring and shoemaking in tlieir cells; aud 
if qualified at the ond of tlieir time iu separation, transferred to the asso- 
ciated trades’ division at Mountjoy, or if not sufficiently skilled in trade, 
removed to Spike Island to be employed on the Public Works. 

At about five, a.m., on the morning of the 19th October, 18GG, one of 
convicts (Register No. 7204) was detected in the corridor, inside the 
prison, by one of tlio watchmen on duty. It appears that the prisoner in 
question, who was a returned convict, contrived to open tlie stock-look of 
his cell-door by means of a false key, made out of the wire which was 
round tlie rim of tlio coppor basin in his cell, and thus accomplished his 
purpose — not, perhaps, with any real intention to effect liis escape, which, 
under the circumstances, would have been almost impossible, but merely 
to show his skill in such “ handicraft” as convicts of this class pride them- 
selves in so doing. In order, however, to prevent a recurrence of this 
kind, a greater security lias, according to yoiu* instructions, been carried 
out, by placing a holt and padlock on each cell-door, in addition to the 
ordinary stock-lock. 

In the early part of the year 1806, all of those convicts who were pre- 
viously sentenced to penal servitude by tlie Special^ Commission for 
treason-felony, were removed from this to PcntonvUle Prison, London, and 
almost immediately afterwards, the untried political prisoners who were 
committed under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act,- wore received here, 
and they, at one time during the year, amounted to the number of 22G in 
custody. A great many of this class of prisoners were both received bore, 
and discharged from this during tlie year, leaving in custody at Mountjoy, 

139 untried prisoners, on the 31st of December lasL They have been 
treated iu accordance with the rules laid down for their management, and 
with every lenity consistent with those rules- 

During the past year, as in the previous ones, the principal officers of 
each department of the prison have co-operated with me in upholding the 
system in all its details, and the conduct of the subordinate officers, in 
general, has been very satisfactory. 

The prison building, and fittings pertaining thereto, have been kept in 
good repair by the officers connected with tlio Board of Works, and the 
requisitions cm that department have been duly attended to. 

I certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
have been complied with during the past year, except in such cases as 
have been reported to, or brought under the notice of a Director, or the 
Visiting Inspector. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. D. Spread, Governor, 

To P. J. Murray, esq., 

Director of Government Prisons, 
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Mountjot 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 



Classified Statement of the Number of Offences committed by the Prisoners 
during the year ended 31st December, 1866. 



Offence. No. 

Assaults on convicts, 3 

Communicating and other minor 
offences, ----- 91 
Disobedience and insolence, - - 10 

Disorderly conduct, - - - 15 

Insolence, 6 

Insubordination, 1 



Offence. 

Feigned attempt at suicide, - - 4 

Idleness, 2 

Threatening language, _ i 

Theft, i 

Attempt at escape, _ _ _ j 

Total, - - - -”]35 



Classification of Crimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who 
were received during the year ended 31st December, 1866. 



Crimos. No. 

Arson, ------ I 

Assault, - 2 

Assaulting dwelling, 2 

Assault and robbery, 3 

Bigamy, 2 

Breaking and entering dwelling, - 1 

Burglary, - - - , - - 11 

„ and felony, 1 

„ and larceny, ] 

„ and robbery, - - - 6 

Cattle stealing, 5 

Felony, - 6 

Feloniously wounding, 1 

Grievous assault, 4 

Housebreaking, 4 

,, and robbery, - - 4 

Highway robbery, - - _ 4 

Horse stealing, 4 

Larceny, _____ 27 



Crimes. No. 

Larceny from the person, - - 8 

,, and previous conviction, - 34 
Murder, 1 

Malicious injury to machinery, - 1 

Manslaughter, _ 5 

Military offences, 4 

Passing base coin, - 1 

"Robbery, ----- 4 

Rape, ------ 7 

Receiving stolen goods, - 6 

Ribbonism, 1 

Sheep stealing, - - - _ q 

Shooting at, - - - _ - 3 

Sacrilege, ----- 1 

Stealing in dwelling-house, - - 2 

Treason felony, - - - 37 

Tendering an unlawful oath, - - l 

Total, - - - - 213 



Number of Prisoners 



admitted in association during the year ended 
31st December, 1866. 



Trades. No. 

Tailors, from separation at Mountjoy 
Prison, - 10 

Shoemakers, from separation at 
Mountjoy Prison, - - _ q 

Smiths, from Spike Island Prison, - l 
Cleaners, from Spike Island Prison, 2 
Remaining on 31st December, 1865, 76 



Trades. 

Removed Tailors, - 
,, Shoemakers, - 
,, Smiths, - 
,, Cleaners, 

Remaining on 31st December, 1866, 



No. 

24 

15 

1 

4 

53 



Total, 



97 



Total, 



97 



Return of Work performed in the Tailors’ and Shoemakers’ Department 
during the year ended 31st December, 18G6. 

No. 



Men’s Blucher boots made 
,, shoes made, 

Women’s shoes made, - 
Children's shoes ,, _ 

Officers’ slippers, men’s, made, 
„ women’s, „ 
Frieze slippers made, - 
Special work — Men’sstitched 
boots made, - 
Special work— Men’s pegged 
boots made, - 
Special work — Men’s machine 
boots made, - 
Officers’ boots repaired, 

Officers’ slippers repaired, - 
Matron’s slippers „ 

Untried prisoners' boots repaired 
Men’s shoes repaired, - 



pairs, 170 
1,504 
412 

40 
71 

41 
136 

pairs, 2 

„ 17 

„ 28 
„ 73 

„ 143 

2 
77 
501 



No. 

Women’s shoes repaired, - ,,367 

Uniform top coats made, - - 125 

„ frock „ „ - 175 

„ trousers ,, - - 185 

» caps „ - 176 

„ tweed coats made, - 17 

„ ,, vests ,, - - 18 

„ ,, trousers made, - 18 

„ boat shirts ,, - 9 

,, cap covers, ,, - 100 

Monkey jackets made, 90 

Cord trousers „ - - - 90 

Ban-agon vests made, 70 

Tweed caps ,, - - - 42 

Frieze jackets ,, 209 

,, trousers ,, - - -1,208 

„ caps ,, - - - 450 

,, braces, pairs made, - - 60 
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Retubs of Wonic performed in 


the Tailors’ and Shoemakers’ Department 


Mountjot 


during tbe year ended 31st December, 18 66^-continued. 

No. | 


No. 


Male 

Convict 

Prison. 


Flannel drawers made, 


462 


Frieze jackets made, - 


- 217 


— 


Flannel shir ls ,, 


200 


,, trouserB ,, 


- 549 


Governor’s 


Boat shirts - 


118 


,, vests ,, 


- 89 


Report. 


Calico coats „ 


128 


,, caps ,, 

Shirts ,, 


- 51 




,, leggins - 


128 


- 40 




,, aprons - 


200 


Sheets • ,, 


- 490 




„ badges ,, 


370 


Flannels ,, 


- 622 




Uniform top coats repaired, - 


46 


Coats „ 


4 




„ frock coats ,, 


83 


Trousers ,, 


9 




,, trousers ,, 


98 


Vests „ 


2 




,, caps ,, 

„ vests ,, 


23 

1 


Slippers, pairs bound, - 


- 136 





Statement of tlie Number of Convicts committed and disposed of, from 
1st January to 31st December, 1866. 



Received from — Removed to — 

County and City Gaols, - - 162 Convict Dep&ts, - - - 197 

Convict Depots, 7 England, - - - - - 41 

Head Police Office (ticket of Died, - - 6 

licence revoked), 23 Discharged, - - - - 27 

Military Barracks, 20 Remaining in custody on the 31st 

England, - - - 1 December, 1866, - - - 144 



Total, - - - 233 I 



Table showing the reported Previous Imprisonment of the Prisoners received 
during the year ended 31st December, 1866. 

Not reported to have been in prison Seven times, ----- 3 

before, - - - - - 54 Eight 3 

Once, ------ 42 Nine 3 

Twice, ------ 25 Ten and under fifteen times, 5 

Three times, - - - - - 17 Eifteen times and over, - - - 2 

Four 13 Antecedents not known, - - 21 

Five „ 14 

Six „ - - - - - 1 1 Total, - - - 213 



Ages of Prisoners on Conviction, received during the year ended 
31st December, 1866. 

Under fifteen years of age, - - - Forty, and under fifty, - - - 1 0 

Fifteen, and under twenty, - - 26 Fifty, and under sixty, 7 

Twenty, and under twenty-five, - 64 Sixty, and over, 3 

Twenty-five, and under thirty, - 56 

Thirty, and under forty, - - 47 Total, - - -213 



Sentences of the Prisoners committed to this Prison during the year ended 
31st December, 1866. 



Three years’ penal servitude, 


9 1 Ten years’ penal servitude, - 


- 24 




9 Fourteen 


», ij 


- 6 


five » \\ 


- 71 Fifteen 


»» »> 


- 1 




1 Twenty 


>* »> 


- 2 


beven „ ,, 


- 73 Life, 


_ 


- 14 


Eight 


- 1 







Nine „ 


- 2 


Total, 


- 213 


Married, 74. 




Single, 139. 




Protestants, 25. 


Roman Catholics, 181s 


Presbyterians, 7. 
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Return showing the Value of the Productive Labour of the Prisoners, and 
the number Employed during the year ended 31st December, 1866. 



How Einployod. 


Daily i 
avorago j 
No. cm- , 
ployed i 
302 days. ; 


Estimated value 
of tho work 
performed. 


Tailors, --------- 


*61 -06 


£ s. d. 
360 19 3 


Shoemakers, --------- 


t53-58 


| • 349 7 1 


Smiths, - -- -- -- -- 


•95 


21 10 4 


Gardeners and labouring work, ----- 


1 -24. 


28 1 9 


Tinmen, - -- -- -- -- 


1* 


22 13 0 


Mop-makers, - - - - 

Fatigue work, cleaning prison, cooking, and picldng 
oakum, --------- 


•23 


5 4 2 


! 58*76 


471 3 6 


Daily average effective prisoners employed as above, 


; 176-81 





Daily average non-effectivcs in hospital, unable to work 
and sick in cells, - - - 


i 14*65 


_ 


Total daily average, 


191-46 





Total, - 


— 


1,258 19 1 



Keturn showing the Number of Prisoners received and discharged from the 
17th February, 1866, to the 3 1st December, 1866, under the Habeas Corpus 
Suspension Act. 



Received from— 

County and City Gaols, - - 395 

Dublin Metropolitan Police Sta- 
tions, 132 

Constabulary Stations, - - 3 

Military Barracks, l 



Total, - - 531 



Removed to — 

County and City Gaols, - - 83 

Handed over to Military, - - 5 

Discharged conditionally, - - 295 

,, unconditionally, - 6 

,, on medical grounds, 2 
Died, 1 

Remaining in Custody, 31st De- 
cember, 1866, - - - 139 

Total, - - 531 



MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Prison (Male), 
January, 1867. 

Sir, — I have the honour of layiug before you a report of the condition, 
during the year 1866, of that department of the Mountjoy (Male) .Govern- 
ment Prison which it is my duty to superintend. 

The following tables show the comparative state of the health depart- 
ment of this prison since it was first opened, as well as the monthly state 
of the hospital, the diseases and causes of death among the prisoners, he., 
during the year 1866 : — 

* Of this number tliirfcy-four 'were in separation at tailoring work, after three months from 
date of reception at Mountjoy Prison. 

j' Of this number twenty-one were in separation at shoemaking work, after three months 
from date of reception at Mountjoy Prison. 
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Table slowing tie Number of Prisoners in the Prison, the Number of Modkmoy 
those admitted to Hospital, and the Number of Deaths each Tear since C ^'“ CT 
1S50. Prison. 



Year. 


Total No. of Convicts 
in tho Prison during | 
oaoli yoar. 


Number ailmittod 
to Hospital. 


Doatlis. 


1850 


DG2 | 


253 


2 


1851 


1,075 


355 


7 


1852 


971 


466 


5 


1853 


1,178 


456 


10 


1854 


1,096 


503 


9 


1855 


1,052 


344 


9 


1856 


837 


292 


3 


1857 


758 


295 


3 


1858 


661 


221 


2 


1859 | 


600 


210 


1 


1860 


499 


182 


1 


1861 


471 


153 


3 


1862 


688 


193 ! 


5 


1863 


715 


144 ! 


5 


1864 


599 


193 


10 


1865 


449 


174 


3 


1866 


*091 


128 


7 



Medical 

Officer's 

Report. 



Hospital Return for the year I860. 



Number of Prisoners in custody in this Prison, 1st January, 1866, 247 'l 
Number of convicted Prisoners received in this Prison duringtheycar, 213 > 991 
tNumber of untried Prisoners received in this Prison during the year, 53 1 ) 

1 ’ “ 9 ? 

V 137 



Patients in Hospital, 1st January, 1866, _ 
Patients admitted .during the year — convicts, 



^untried, 



Discharged, - 
Removed to Spike Island, &c., 

Deaths — convicts, 

,, untried, - 
Remaining in Hospital, 1st January, 1867, 



113 v 
102 ' 
16 
6 
1 

12 



Deaths during the year 1860. 



Register 

No. 


Initials 

of 

Names. 


Age. 


Rcooivod in 
Hospital. 


Dato of Deaths. 


Disease. 


7044 


J.D. 


68 


17th January. 


20th February. 


Chronic bronchitis and 
asthma. 


7073 


C.S. 


27 : 


1st September. 


4th November. 


Phthisis, consequent on 
typhus fever. 


7228 


J.D. 


20 


16th August. 


5th November. 


Pulmonary consumption. 


7238 


J.K. 


40 


22nd December. 


23rd December. 


Cholera. 


Un- 

tried. 


W.M. 


40 


23rd December. 


23rd December. 


Cholera. 


7255 


J.M‘C. 


36 


23rd December. 


24th December. 


Cholera. 


7100 


J.M. 


38 


27th December. 


28th December. 


Cholera. 



* For this year, the untried political prisoners are included in this total, 
t Untried political prisoners committed to this prison under the Habeas Corpus Sus- 
pension Act. 

X A comparatively small number of these prisoners was, timing illness, admitted for 
treatment to tbe wards of tbo hospital. My instructions were that, “ as far as possible they 
were to be treated in their own cells.” Consequently, by far tbe greater number of cases 
of sickness among these prisoners were treated in the prison cell which each occupied at the 
time of lha illness. 
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Motjntjoy 

Male 


Monthly State of Hospital for the year 1866. 




Convict 

Prison. 


Admitted, 1866. 






Undor 
treatment in 
Hospital. 


Disohargod. 


Died. 


Remaining. 


Officer's 


Jan. 1st, in Hospital, 
,, admitted, 

February, 














Rtpori, 


“ 




21 


5 


- 


16 




- 




31 


13 


1 


17 




March, 


- 


_ 


25 


14 


_ 


11 




April, - 


- 


- 


19 


6 


_ 


13 




May, - 


- 


. 


22 


14 




8 




June, - 
July, - 


- 




19 


12 


_ 


7 






- 


18 


12 


_ 


6 




August, 


- 


- 


19 


9 


_ 


10 




September, - 


_ 


_ 


24 


10 


_ 


14 




October, 


- 


- 


19 


10 


_ 


9 




November, 


_ 




17 


5 


2 


10 




December, - 


“ 


■ 


24 


8 


4 


12inHos. 
1st Jan., 1867. 



Diseases of Prisoners admitted to Hospital during the year 1 866 . 



Asthma, 
Chilblains. - 
Chest disease, - 
Cholera, - 
Diarrhoea, 
Debility, - 
Epileptic, - 
Eeverish attacks, 



- 2 Fever, Typhus, 

- 1 Gumboil, - 

- 1 Hip disease, 

- 9 Inflamed knee, - 

- 28 Observation, for, 

- 7 Ophthalmia, 

- 2 Kanula, - 
-81 Stricture, - 



4 
1 
2 

1 

5 
1 
7 



Scrofulous glands, 
Syphilis, - 
Special attendants, 
Ulcer of leg, 
Whitlow, - 



- 5 

- 1 

- 9 

- 3 



121 



Total number of individuals admitted to hospital during the year, 98 
»> >» prisoners prescribed for (Convicts, - 2,262 

* in the prison, (Untried prisoners, 2,094 

T T . , , 4,356 

Individual prisoners that had change of diet, - - - 23 

»> that had extra exercise, - - - 31 



Convicted Prisoners removed during the year 1866 on Medical Grounds. 



Regis- 
try ! 
No. 


Initials 

of 

Name. 


Observations on case, as made in letter rooommonding 
removal. 


7020 


P. s., . 


Sullen and morose at times, desponding and fanciful; has, in 


7034 

7044 


T. B., ... 

J.D., . 


my own presence, threatened self-destruction ; having been 
for a considerable time under observation in hospital, I am 
of opinion that lie is not fit for the discipline of this prison. 

A strange, eccentric, almost half-witted creature, not fit for 
cellular discipline. 

A very delicate old man, suffering from chronic bronchitis 


7163 


M. G., . 


and asthma. 

Sent away from this prison on a former occasion on account 


7162 


F. M., . 


of epilepsy. He has had fits in hospital. 
Removed on a former occasion on medical grounds. 




M. T., . 


States that he is epileptic, and his appearance justifies the 


6988 

7051 


d. c., . 

P. i\, . 


supposition that he is so. 

He is a very delicate man, suffering from chronic bronchitis. 
He appears to me so unsettled in his mind that it is no longer 






judicious to retain him here. 



Cases among the convicts of a trifling character, not requiring to be admitted to hospital 
or reatment; also embracing the cases among the untried prisoners of a severer nature, but 
treated m their cells according to instructions. 
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Convicted Prisoners removed daring the year 1800— continued. 



Regis- 

try 

No. 


Initials 

of 

Name. 


Observations on case, as mado in lottor recommending 
ronioval. 


7196 


J. c., . 


Suffering from acute mania, with epileptic attacks. 


7095 


T. 0. F., . 


Gloomy, sullen, and moody. 

Recommended for removal, on account of his mental state 
unfit for the cellular discipline. 


7206 ; 


T. D., . 


7185 


W. M‘G., 


Greatly emaciated, very weak, and threatened with pulmonary 
consumption. 


7114 


P. P. s . 


I do not think that he is suited for the cellular discipline of 
this prison. 


7181 


W. B., . 


I should suggest that this prisoner be removed from this 
prison. His case is a peculiar one, and he certainly is not 
at present lit to undergo the cellular discipline of this prison . 


7277 


J. K., . 


From what I have already seen of this prisoner, I am quite 
satisfied that he is unfit for the cellular discipline of this 
prison, and I recommend him for removal. 


7287 


J.B., . 


He is a man of sluggish and quite uncultivated mind, stolid 
and reserved, associating little with the other sick convicts. 
I do not consider him a subject for the cellular discipline of 
this prison, and I should recommend his removal to asso- 
ciation. 



Pour cases of typhus fever and nine cases of cholera occurred among 
the inmates of this prison during the year. The typhus was, in my opinion, 
introduced from without, in consequence of the regulation requiring that 
the warders, during illness, shall he treated in hospital. As yon are aware, 
I have been always opposed, on medical grounds, to this regulation ; and 
I would strongly urge that tlio experience of the past year should lead to 
its reconsideration. One of the patients attacked with typhus died of 
pulmouary phthisis supervening during convalescence from the fever. 

I do not believe that there is any reason to think that the cholera was 
introduced from without by infection. The outbreak took place during 
the last week in the year 1SG6, and a further and more detailed report 
will be made as soon as a sufficient time has elapsed to show that the out- 
break is at an end. 

I would, however, direct attention to the fact that it is a mere accident 
that no case of cholera was admitted from without, as none occurred among 
the officers. If any case of a choleraic nature occurring among the warders 
had been treated in hospital, the public would, without doubt, attribute to 
this cause the introduction of the disease. 

It is often impossible for a medical man, no matter liow great his skill 
and vigilance, to diagnose such diseases at a very early period ; and, iu 
spite of his best endeavours, if the regulation to which I have directed 
attention continues in force, infectious diseases may be introduced. 

In my report last year, concerning the health of the warders of this 
prison, I pointed out other grounds on which I thought that this regulation 
was objectionable. I now wish distinctly to state that, although I have 
eudeavoured to carry it out with safety to the inmates of the prison, I 
disapprove of it ; and if at any time an outbreak of disease traceable to this 
cause appears in this institution, that I am not to be held responsible for it. 

Sixteen prisoners were recommended for removal from this to an asso- 
ciated prison during the year. The grounds on which the recommendation 
was made are stated in the foregoing table. No case was sent during the 
year to the lunatic asylum at Dundrum. No fatal case of suicide occurred. 
Six* cases of suicidal attempts were admitted to hospital. 

In my last annual report (1865) I drew attention to the subject of 
punishment in its relation to the bodily health of the prisoners. 

. * In the tabular Tetum of those admitted to hospital during the year, these cases are 
included among those admitted “ for observation.” 

B 
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The greater number of suicidal attempts made during last few years 
induces me to consider the same subject in its relation to health of mind. 

The psychological aspect of the punishment of criminals (if I may call it 
so) is of extreme interest in the eyes of the physician, and I may add that j 

the accurate diagnosis of those forms of mental disturbance dependent on f 

disease, yet falling short of what can justly bo termed insanity, -constitutes j 

about the most difficult part of the duty of the medical officer of a prison. 
Prolonged confinement appears in many cases, quite independently of any 
other punishment, to generate a morbid state of mind. It is a well known 
fact that a perfectly quiet dog, if kept constantly chained up, becomes 
savage; and this general rule seems to apply to man as well as the 
lower animals. In the treatment of the insane, the records of former 
times show liow ferocious madmen became under prolonged restraint. 
Among those who are not insane, there are some temperaments on which 
cellular confinement acts peculiarly : they become irritable, peevish, ' 

sulleu, morose, and gloomy, liable to burst into passion on the most trifling j 

provocation, fancying every one to be an enemy, and quite unable to 
control their bursts of frenzy. I do not mean to say that such cases are 
common ; they are not ; they are, nevertheless, sufficiently frequent 
to be recognised as a distant diseased condition, and treated by the phy- 
sician. 

The following illustrates tlio kind of case alluded to, and what I con- 
ceive to he the appropriate treatment : — J. Croughwell, Reg. No. 5828, 
came under my observation so long ago as July, 1858. My attention was 
first drawn to him by finding that lie was repeatedly under some kind of t 
punishment. I often conversed with him, and found that lie appeared 
rational and sensible in conversation. I learned from his chaplain and 
the head schoolmaster that they observed nothing like insanity about him. 
When expostulated with about his misconduct, he would express his regret 
for it, and promise good behaviour in future. His good resolutions were 
short-lived. Perhaps the same evening ho would hurst into fury on some 
slight or fancied provocation, tear his clothes, and break the windows of 
his cell. Fresh punishments followed these outbursts, but without any 
effect in checking them. Perhaps within an hour or two after making 
good resolves and promises to the chaplain, the prison would resound with 
his shouts, and he would pour forth at the top of his voice the most blas- 
phemous and obscene language. These scenes were renewed day after 
day. The prisoner was. irritable and peevish, and seemed quite unable to 
control his fits of frenzy; yet he had no evidence of bodily disease. The 
good advice of those around him,- who wished to he kind to him if he 
would only allow them, was unavailing, tie did not believe in their 
kindness. He considered all men alike his enemies. His morbid condi- 
tion led him into the most miserable condition in which a human being 
can be placed — that of fancying that he was without a kindly feeling from 
any one ; wronged and misunderstood by all the world ; friendless and in 
despair. 

This is doubtless the condition which leads on to suicide. In this man s 
case repeated punishment had been fairly tried; and had failed to effect a 
cure. Viewing his case as one of disease, I directed that he should he 
admitted to hospital on July 28th, 1858. The first thing to do in the 
way of treatment in such cases is to give occupation ; the second, to prove 
that an interest is taken in the individual — in fact, to convince the man 
himself that he is not friendless. Immediately on his admission to hos- 
pital, I told Croughwell to weed some of the flower beds in the garden 
attached to the hospital, and that I would order him a bottle of porter 
next day if I was satisfied with his work. I need not say that he earned 
his reward ; and it was an unanswerable argument that there was a dis- 
position to be kind to him if he showed a disposition to he well-behaved. 
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Through a mode of treatment wliich consisted simply of a kind word, 
association with others, employment, with a material recompense in the 
shape of a mutton chop or a drink of porter when his work was well done, 
Crouch well soon became an altered man. In such cases, the kind of 
employment which I consider most desirable and most effectual in bringing; 
about a cure is that of attendance on a sick fellow-prisoner. Cr'oughwell 
was, after a time, placed in charge of a fellow-prisoner who was very ill. 
He was most kind and attentive to him. He earned at once the good-will 
of his fellow-prisoner and additional diet. His mind became free from the 
crushing idea that he was deserted and friendless, without human sym- 
pathy or a human tie. He left hospital on 14th August, 1858, cured — 
able to listen to the instruction of the schoolmaster and to profit by the 
teachings of the chaplain ; having regained in a great degree, if not com- 
pletely, his power of controlling outbursts of passion. 

I could easily cite a good many cases like this in which punishment 
certainly fails to accomplish what may be done by other means. 

The following is a striking case : — John Hayes, Reg. No. 6696, came 
to this prison from Waterford Gaol, and brought with him a very bad 
character, as notified on his transfer sheet by the governor of the County 
Waterford Gaol. It was stated that in that prison he had to be put in 
restraint and continually watched on account of assumed madness ; “ and,” 
continues the governor, “ I consider him a dangerous prisoner, and during 
sixteen years’ experience I never had such a troublesome prisoner.” This 
man I admitted to hospital, and treated on the same plan as already 
described in the foregoing case. Some months later I was called on to 
make a report concerning him, of which the following is a copy : — 
hep out. 

Hospital, 20th June, 1864. 

Convict John Hayes, Reg. Ho. 6696 has been under observation in hospital for a con- 
siderable time. He is a man of hasty temper, but while in hospital has not given any 
evidence of insanity, either genuine or feigned. 

He has been orderly, obedient to rule, and remarkably attentive to some of the other 
sick prisoners in hospital at the same time. 

I can report favourably of him as a well-conducted prisoner. 

(Signed) 

R. M'Donxell, M.D. 

At the expiration of eight months this prisoner was removed to Spike 
Island Prison — a fact which shows that he had not, while in this prison, 
been guilty of any misconduct which led to his detention here beyond 
the usual time. 

Viewing the subject of punishment in its medical aspect (psychologi- 
cally), it is very desirable, as a general rule, that the person punished 
should have a clear conception of his guilt. In other words, he should, if 
possible, feel that his punishment is deserved. When it is otherwise — 
that is, when an individual is punished on suspicion, or without clear 
evidence of guilt — the punishment becomes an extreme source of mental 
irritation. The offences which are made the subject of punishment in 
prison should be obvious, unmistakable misdeeds, of which the ordinary 
criminal mind is able to form a clear aud distinct conception. If a hoy in 
a passion sticks an awl into a comrade, he knows that he deserves to he 
punished. If punished because he stands on a table to look out of his 
cell window, he is apt to confound an act harmless in itself with a breach 
of rule. In the one case, he bears bis punishment and is the better of it ; 
in the other, he is irritated, by it ; and if there is any tendency to mental 
disease, this irritation becomes highly, injurious. 

The medical officer has, of course, nothing to say to the infliction of 
punishment any more than he has to say to the rules and regulations for the 
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breach, of wliicli punishment may ho incurred ; but if lie finds that either 
the bodily or mental health is injured by any punishment, it is his duty 
to inquire into it ; and, so far as regards the mind, it will he found in 
practice that the idea of the justice or injustice which an individual may 
himself form as to his punishment, is of the greatest consequence. I must 
repeat that it is a most important principle in the consideration of punish- 
ment. Medically, that if possible the individual should have a clear idea 
of the wrongness of the offence for which ho is punished ; otherwise a 
punishment may have a maddening effect. 

The following case illustrates this J. Murphy, Keg. No. 7041, was 
inspected by me on his first arrival in this prison. He appeared a quiet 
and respectful man, somewhat advanced in life. On the following morning, 
when visiting the punishment cells, I found one of them occupied by J. 
Murphy, who was greatly excited. Pie began by tolling me that he was 
shut up there and placed on bread and water diet because he did not 
conform to the religion of any of the prison chaplains ; that he believed 
in the Almighty, and soforth — talking excitedly. I believed him to be 
insane, aud directed that ho should bo brought to hospital for further 
examination. On the next day lie was more composed, and I examined 
him carefully in presence of the governor. Ho assured me that he had 
been placed on punishment by order of a director, because he did not wish 
to conform to either the Episcopalian, Presbyterian, or Koman Catholic 
religion. He asserted repeatedly that lie would die before he would give 
in, and gradually became again considerably excited. I wrote for the 
papers relating to his punishment, and found that there was no delusion in 
his mind — that the facts were as lie had statod thorn. He had been given 
a certain time to determine which of the three above-named religions he 
would select, and when lie declined any of them he was ordered “ Bread 
and Water ; Penal Cell ; Weekly Report.” I soon satisfied myself that 
the prisoner was not insane, but simply irritated to an extreme degree by 
a punishment which did not appear just to him, and against which he 
could not appeal. He was some days later dismissed from hospitals 
return to the punishment cell.* On account of the extremely irritating 
effect of punishment, and its injurious influence where any mental disease 
is supposed to exist, or where there is reason to suspect a decided tendency 
to it, it is desirable, when restraint becomes necessary, to keep the idea of 
punishment as connected with it as much out of sight as possible. For 
example, if a prisoner attempts self-destruction, and it becomes necessary 
to put on handcuffs, it should be impressed upon him that this is not done as 
a punishment, but by order of tbe medical officer, and as aniode of medical 
treatment for bis own good and in the hope of saving liis life. In such 
instances I direct that handcuffs covered with chamois leather shall be 
used, as this, trifling as the circumstance may appear, serves to show the 
individual that it is not intended to gall or hurt liis wrists if it can be 
avoided. 

Id similar cases the padded cell is called into requisition. It appeare 
tolerably clear from the foregoing observations that in order to insure the 
good working of such a department as I preside over in this prison, it is 
necessary that a medical officer should have the active co-operation of the 
other officers of the prison. I am happy to state that this is the case m 
my instance. The chaplains and schoolmasters, the governor and his staff 



* This convict, John Murphy, turned out to he the notorious “Pagan O’Leary, whose 
name appeared so often in the Fenian trials of 1865. All convicts are hound hy the rules 
to attend some place of worship, and each convict prison has a Protestant, a Koman 
Catholic, and a Presbyterian chaplain. The prisoner takes his choice, and can change 
if he pleases, after due notice. .. 
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f officers for discipline come into contact with the prisoners in a way Mountjoy 
which gives them an opportunity of noticing peculiar turns of temper, Male 
oddity or eccentricity, gloominess of disposition ; and I can rely upon 

having my attention directed to these cases at an early moment. When 

I state therefore, plainly, that I am of late years not satisfied with the Wediml 
work in" of my department, it must not be understood that the fault lies 
with any of my brother officers, who form, I believe, on the whole, a very 

efficient staff. , . , . . , . . 

No case of scurvy has appeared in tins prison during the past year. 

In consequence, however, of the threatened outbreak of scurvy alluded to 
in my last report, and which I attributed not so much to any bad hygienic 
arrangements as to the increased number of punishments and the curtail- 
ment of the antiscorbutic articles of diet resulting therefrom. I have 
found it necessary to interfere oftener than I should have wished in cases 

of prisoners undergoing punishment. , „ 

A ranch larger number of prisoners than usual have been takeD oh 
punishment oumy recommendation during the year 1866. 
r Amon»- the untried prisoners committed to this prison under the Habeas 
Corpus Suspension Act during the year 1866, one death only occurred, 
and that resulted from a very short illness. All other serious oases of illness 
amonu this class of prisoners were reported to the Government, and were 
discharged from prison upon its being understood that confinement was 
likely really to aggravate their disease. 

Apart, however, from actual diseases, the health of a good many of these 
prisoners lias deteriorated from their prolonged confinement. There are 
at present thirteen untried political prisoners who have been confined in 
this prison for eight months or upwards, and who are subject to a cellular 
discipline more strict in somo respects than that to which a convict is 
submitted. There are a good many others of the same class, who, although 
not in this prison so long, have nevertheless been in confinement elsewhere, 
so as to have been submitted for eight months or upwards to a strict 
cellular discipline. ... , 

I must strongly recommend, on medical grounds, that prisoners so long 
confined should be allowed if possible some degree of association with 
their fellows. . 

I need hardly add that the necessity for treating the sick among the 
political prisoners in their cells instead of admitting them to hospital 
wards for treatment, not only increased the severity of the discipline to 
which they were submitted, but immensely augmented tbe work which 
devolved on the hospital warders, the resident apothecary, Mr. Ward, and 
myself. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Robert M'Donnell, M.D., E.R.S. 

P. J. Murray, esq., 

Director of Irish Convict Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Government Prison, 
14th January, 1867. 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



Sir, — In reporting to you my experience of the past year, I have but 
to reiterate the remark that “ the routine of duties never varies ; striking 
incidents seldom or never occur ; aud although numerous cases are full of 
interest to the Christian and the philanthropist, the details of such would 
be out of place in an official report.” Divine services have been regu- 
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larly held on each Sunday and principal holiday; the Holy Communion 
administered nine times during the year, including the great festivals 1 
and on a morning in every woek all the Protestants are assembled for 
general religious instruction, given in a familiar and simple manner. Ou 
four days in each week about threo hours are devoted to visiting 
the prisoners individually in their colls, which I deem the most im- 
portant branch of my duty, and to which I would especially attribute the 
greater part of whatever success Providcnco has been pleased to bestow 
upon my labours. Next to those visits I find the most valuable results 
from lending the men good hooks, selected to suit the comprehension and 
state of mind of each. The books thus lent are changed monthly; as the 
Directors have provided such an excellent supply as will require very 
little addition for many years. 

While the prison lias received a very large accession of numbers during 
the year, owing to a special class of untried prisoners being confined 
here, the increase of my congregation lias not been very great; and 
while the necessary changes in the arrangements have indeed caused very 
much additional trouble, I have been subject to but little inconvenience 
— receiving, as I have always experienced, the utmost attention from all 
the officers. 

Several cases of illness— so numerous us to appear like an epidemic- 
occurred the week before Christinas, but it was very speedily eradicated, 
owing, under Providence, to the unremitting care of the Medical Officers; 
while tho kindness and attention of the Chief Warder, the Principal 
Warders, and of every other officer, were beyond all praise. 

I anticipate that when the returns of reports and punishments shall 
have been made, it will appear that tliere has latterly been a very great 
improvement in the conduct of the convicts ; and I cannot help attri- 
buting this in no small degree to the fact that the number of u returned 
convicts” in the trade-shops has been considerably diminished. That 
class of men are, generally, not only troublesome themselves, but seem 
to take a pleasure in stimulating others to breaches of discipline. During 
their former sojourn hero they became so woll acquainted with all the 
rules and regulations, that they put forward the newcomers to acts of 
scheming and irregularity, while their past experience has rendered them 
adroit enough to avoid committing themselves. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Thos. R. Shore, Protestant Chaplain. 

The Director of Government Prisons. 



BOMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S EEPOET. 



Mountjoy Male Prison, 

9 tli January, 1867. 

Sir, I have the honour to submit to you my report for the year 1S66. 
I have much pleasure in reporting that the moral and religious con- 
duct of the Roman Catholic prisoners during the past year was, with few 
exceptions, good ; that their general behaviour in attending mass and 
instruction gave satisfaction ; and that they availed themselves of the 
opportunities offered them of repentance for the past and of amendment 
tor the future. 



In consequence of the large number of untried prisoners confined at 
Mountjoy Prison since last March, I found it necessary to apply for 
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assistance of another priest. Mr. Potter was appointed, temporarily, Mountjoy 
Assistant Chaplain, and I am bound to say he dicharged all his duties 
zealously, and gave me very valuable assistance. Prison. 

Mass was celebrated for the convicts three times each week, and religious 

instruction was likewise given them three times each week. Mass was 
celebrated for the untried prisoners every Wednesday and Sunday, accom - Chaplain's 
ponied on each of those days with religious instruction. We visited Report. 
regularly and frequently the prisoners in their cells, and gave instruction 
suitable to each individual. The hospital was frequently visited, and 
the sick attended to. 

I have several times, in my reports, borne testimony to the salutary 
effects of our prison discipline. By closer observation, however, and 
more matured experience, I am compelled to modify ray opinion. I 
think that the discipline of solitary confinement, as carried out at 
Mountjoy, is excellent when applied to the reformation of criminals for a 
short time, but I find that lew minds can preserve their full powers 
when subjected to it for a lengthened period. There are two objects to 
he obtained in our prison, viz., punishment and reformation. Protracted 
solitary confinement, undoubtedly secures the former, but seldom the 
latter; for strength of mind, firmness of purpose, and a determined will, 
are usually necessary in the individual to accomplish a real reformation. 

How, I find that the mental constitution begins to give way, in many 
men, after four months of solitary confinement, and in most after six. 

This, in my judgment, is the principal reason why we have so many re- 
turned convicts. The moral man had been enfeebled, or, as the French 
would say, demoralized, by long solitary confinement, and when he ob- 
tained bis liberty, had not tho firmness, though desiring, to resist tempta- 
tion ; and, in fact, I find such men usually convicted a second time. Let it 
be supposed that five hundred men of good character were, for the space of 
eight months, subjected to the separate confinement, as carried out at 
Mountjoy, it would bo a matter of curious speculation to consider what 
might be its effects. 1 would venture to say that their mental and moral 
condition would be, at the end of eight months, considerably deteriorated. 

I am confident that the Government do not.desire the demoralization of 
any of her Majesty’s subjects; and, consequently, I hope that they will 
take these observations into their favourable consideration. I will take 
the liberty of adding tliat all the ends of our prison discipline can be 
better attained, either by shortening the term of separate confinement, or 
by giving the prisoners Iona fide work. 

It is my duty to state that all the 'officers with whom my duties 
brought me into contact treated me with much kindness and courtesy. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Michael Cody, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

P. J. Murray, esq., Director, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CPIAPLAIN’S REPORT. p m by . 

Belfast, February 20tli, 1867. 

Gentlemen, —Though no longer connected with Mountjoy Male ■% 50rt * 
Conyict Prison, it is my duty— a duty which I most cheerfully discharge 
—to submit my report as Presbyterian Chaplain in that institution, for 
the year ending December 31st, 1S66. 

. "With the duties connected with my office I need not delay you further 
than to state that they consist of a Sabbath service and a weekly cell to 
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Mobntjoy cell visitation. These duties liavo been performed by me durino the 

Convict y. ea1 '’ eitlier !n P eraon or > ‘''““S' 1 * yo«r kind permission, by a most effi 
Pusan, oient deputy. 

— The chief aim in all these services baa been the conversion of the souls 
to’Sf of tlloso committed to my caro through tlio instrumentality of the Word 

Ouiplum't of Sod. Believing that any reformation of manners which does not ori- 
Itcjmi. ginato ill the implantation of a principlo of holy action, is radically 
defective, I have endeavoured, both in public and from cell to ceil, to pfy 
the prisoners with that Word which is quick and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, which pierces men to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and of tho joints and marrow, and is a discemer of the 
thoughts and intents of tho heart. Tho results have been on the whole 
satisfactory. 01 tho eight or nine prisoners as under my care during the 
year two were promoted to the Smithfiehl Intermediate Prison, and hare 
given great satisfaction to the officers of that institution. Over both of 
these I have endeavoured, both by visitation and correspondence to 
keep alive the influence acquired during their residence in Mountjov.’ 

I have found it an intensely interesting thing to mark the process of 
recovery from that misanthropic, sullen state into which tho human mind 
is prone to fall, when subjected to an uninterrupted and long-continued 
course of harsh treatment, and have noted with delight tho rekindling on 
the altar of the human heart of the lire of human affection. This process I 
have had the privilege of observing more than once within the walls of 
Monntjoy. I have seen men whose hacks still bore, .and ever will bear, 
traces of the lash — men who had given up all faith in their kind- 
gather con Silence once move in humanity, and requite the kindness 
shown them with the recompense of an un equivocal attachment. 

In view of statements made through the medium of the Annual Reports 
for the three preceding years, I feel called upon, in duty to the Prison 
Directors, and to all the officers concerned, to say that, whilst some of the 
prisoners under the Roman Catholic Chaplain liavo changed their reli- 
gion and become Presbyterians, they have done so, not through official 
influence, but despite it. I can conscientiously add my testimony to 
that of my esteemed friend, the Rev. Mr. Shore, in repudiation of the 
charges made against the Protestant officials of the Mountjoy Male Con- 
vict Prison. It were beneath the dignity of a minister of Christ to 
descend to the prison gossip necessary to refute the allegations in detail; 

ut 1 think I am violating no rule of decorum, official or otherwise, when 
I join with my venerable friend, the Protestant Chaplain, in this au- 
iiontative repudiation of these unfounded and persistent accusations. 

taking my leave of Mountjoy I avail myself of this opportunity of 
testifying to the official fidelity and urbanity of the Governor, Chief 
Warder, and subordinate officers. During the year these men have been 
well tried j and it is hut due from those who have witnessed their arduous 
abours and unequivocal loyalty, to do them the honour of an unsought 
but well-earned testimony. 

I am, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

* Rout. Watts, d.d., Presbyterian Chaplain. 

To the Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



+ Watts’ resignation took effect from the close of the year. 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Prison, 

February 6th, 1867. Head. 

Sir,— In compliance with your request, I have the honour to submit my 
twelfth annual report, viz., that for the year ended December 31st, 1866. Report. 

One of my two assistants, Mr. Purcell, in the commencement of the 
year, being unavoidably drawn away from the ordinary school business, 
for the purpose of attending specially to other duties of an unexceptional 
nature, arising out of the emergency occasioned by the detention here of 
political prisoners, and kept almost exclusively occupied since then at 
this particularly important work, and no teacher being appointed to 
succeed my only other assistant, the lamented Mr. Wood, whose services 
in the school ceased upon his going away on sick leave at the close of 
July, the school had to bo conducted during the year, and more espe- 
cially the latter six mouths, with a greatly reduced teaching power ; and 
though a considerable diminution in the absolute amount of work to be 
done naturally followed the great decrease iu the number of prisoners, 
nevertheless it became imperatively necessary to make the most strenuous 
exertions, involving incessant toil, redoubled energy, and lengthened 
hours of duty, iu order to prevent any very perceptible decline in the 
amount of efficiency which the school had hitherto acquired ; and I feel 
great pleasure in being able to report that these extra labours have been 
highly successful in the 'attainment of this object. 

As usual, I very carefully examine every prisoner (except some special 
cases) within forty-eight hours after his admission into the prison, at the 
same time entering iu the school register the exact particulars, so ascer- 
tained, of the state of his education. Upon liis removal to another 
Convict Depot, I again examine him, noting in detail, as before, the limits 
of his proficiency. 13y constantly comparing these two records, I have 
frequent and ample opportunities of acquainting myself with the amount 
of progress made by the prisoners in every individual case; and, with the 
exception of what I foreshadowed in my last report, I have not discovered 
any very sensible falling away from that of previous years in the amount 
of average progress made during the past year. 

Though the organization of the school, which for some years past 
worked satisfactorily, had to be abandoned, in consequence of the altered 
state of the teaching power, and another somewhat different substituted, 
yet, on account of the numbers being so much diminished, aud the modi- 
fication which has been introduced into the organization being so slight, 
that I do not anticipate any unfavorable change in the future permanent 
efficiency of the school. 

The prisoners in general appeared, as heretofore, attentive and eager 
to learn ; and although there is amongst them a considerable number of 
returned convicts, many of whom, during their previous imprisonment, 
having rendered themselves painfully remarkable by their persistent op- 
position to rule and authority, in spite of every effort to induce them to 
adopt an opposite course of conduct, were at that time looked upon, in 
consequence, as nnimpressible, yet I could not perceive any tendency in 
them calculated to lower the moral tone of the others ; hut, contrary to 
expectation, I have noticed quite an altered, and perhaps I might add a 
hopeful, spirit, even in the worst of the formerly ill-conducted prisoners ; 
and this has led me to infer that the two classes of convicts known as im- 
possibles and unimpressihles, differed from each other only in the degree 
of impressibility possessed by each, and that the least impressible will 
ultimately yield to the continued influence of a system of prison dig- 
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oipline, based on the soundest principles and framed with the special aim 
of accomplishing the reformation of criminals subjected to its reformatory 
action for periods sufficiently protracted to allow a complete effect to be 
given to its operations. 

I have the honour to be ; Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Edivaed M'GUuran, Head Schoolmaster. 

Patrick Joseph Murray, esq., (be., 

Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



S'™ SPIKE ISLAND PRISON. ' 

Island 

Prison. 

Director's 

As usual, Spike Island Convict Prison continues to be managed 
with complete success; and although a considerable number of 
the convicts detained there aro of a very criminal type, no out- 
break or serious act of violence lias taken place during the year. 
This state of things is attributable to the constant care and 
attention to duty distinguishing the Governor, and to the support 
which he received from his late and present chief warders. 

The warders, generally, were well conducted ; and the number 
of temporary warders employed has been very considerably 
reduced, owing to the filling up of the vacant places by permanent 
officers. 

Ten of the regular staff have been transferred to Moimtjoy for 
special duty, during the detention there of prisoners arrested 
under Habeas Corpus Suspension Act. 

The health of the convicts at Spike Island and Fort Carlisle 
has been good ; and the usual report of the Medical Officer is 
satisfactory. 

The Chaplains report very favorably on the religious and 
moral condition of the convicts. 

The Schoolmasters have been, as 'in former years, zealous and 
efficient. 

The buildings have been maintained, chiefly by convict labour, 
in a very excellent state. 

The annexed tabular statement shows the expenses ; they arc of 
the usual necessary kind. 

The Government docks at Haulbowline are absorbing the labour 
of nearly 800 convicts, who are conveyed daily to the works from 
Spike Island, returning in the evening. As many additional 
oonviots as can be spared shall he employed at the docks. , 

Patrick Joseph Murray, 

Director. 
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Island 

Spike Island Government Prison, Prison. 

Jan liary, 1867. Governor' a 

g IRj I have the honour to submit my annual report on this establish- Re P ort ' 

meut for the year ended 31st December, 1866. 

The transfer of some officers, and the temporary removal of others for 
special duties at Mountjoy Male Prison, Dublin, has been the cause of 
several casualties occurring on the staff, but notwithstanding so many new 
appointments during the year, the duties, generally speaking, have been 
performed with very creditable diligence and zeal. And I would here 
venture respectfully to ask your favourable consideration towards making 
some improvement, of a pecuniary nature, in the condition of the subor- 
dinate officers. 

Chief Warder Sporle was superannuated in October last, and he has 
been succeeded in office by Mr. Campbell, an intelligent and efficient 
officer, formerly Principal Warder at Port Carlisle. 

The Principal Warders have discharged their duties satisfactorily. 

With the exception of the day-school having been given up, and the 
time for' religious instruction somewhat shortened, no change has taken 
place either in the routine or the nature of the works on which the 
prisoners were employed during the year; consequently, I have nothing 
new to remark under these heads. 



Daily average number employed on works, . . . 752 

Total Daily average, 799 



The buildings are in fair order ; and, as usual, the repairs considered 
necessary have been provided for in the next estimates. 

I am not aware of any existing abuses, and none have been reported 
to me. 

On the whole, the conduct of the prisoners has been remarkably good, 
the offences less, in proportion, than in former years, and chiefly of a 
minor nature. The weak-minded and irresponsible classes have been 
treated in the same manner as heretofore, and I am happy to say with 
equal success, having had no casualty of any kind among them. 

In the month of July last the day-school was discontinued altogether, 
in order that the public might get the full benefit of the entire convict 
labour on the works in progress in the harbour. The school is now held 
in the evening after the prison has been locked up for the night ; the 
prisoners being assembled by classes in one of the wards, and this arrange- 
ment appears to answer every purpose. 

There were no escapes or attempts at escape during the year. 

The religious instructions have been strictly and punctually attended 
to on the days and hours appointed. 

The usual statistical returns for the year are forwarded herewith. 

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government of the 
prison have been complied with during the past year, except in such cases 
as have been reported to, or brought under the notice of, the Inspector 
or the Directors. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Peter Hat, Governor. 

£. Joseph Murray, esq., &c., 

Director of GQYernment Prisons, Dublin Castle. 
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Return showing the Crimes of 784 Convicts in Custody on the 31st December 
18G6. 



Murder, - - - - 19 

Attempt to murder, - - 1 

Conspiracy to murder, - 1 

Soliciting to murder, - 1 

Shooting at with intent to murder, 7 
Attempt to discharge a loaded pistol 
with intent to do grievous bodily 
harm, - - - - 1 

Administering poison, - - 2 

Manslaughter, - - - J l 

Stabbing, cutting, and wounding, - 1 1 
Felonious, malicious, grievous, and 
other assaults, - - - 9 

Assault and robbery, - - 1 1 

Assault with intent to rob, - 4 

Feloniously wounding with intent 
to rob and do grievous bodily 
harm, - - - - 2 

Robbery, - - - - 16 

Highway robbery, - - 8 

Burglary and robbery, - - 44 

Burglary and previous conviction, - 68 

Felony and previous conviction, - 14 
Being concealed in a house by night 
with intent to rob, - 1 

Feloniously demanding money, and 
having a stolen gun in his posses- 
sion, - - 1 

Felony of Post Office letters and 
their contents, - - - 6 

Stealing a bank cheque, the property 
of the Postmaster-General, - 1 

Larceny and previous conviction, - 263 
Larceny from the person, stabbing, 
and previous conviction, - 1 

Stealing from the person, - - 17 

Housebreaking and robbery, - 40 



Cow stealing, and malicious assault 
on prosecutor, - - . j 

Cattle stealing, - - _ o 6 

Sheep stealing, - - . 4l 

Horse stealing, - _ .3 

Ass stealing, - - . ] 

Receiving stolen goods, - - 26 

Assaulting dwelling, - - ”2 

Arson and attempt at arson, - 30 

Abduction, - - - . 2 

Rape, - - - - 22 

Sacrilege, - - . 7 

Military offences, - - - 23 

Bigamy, - - - 6 

Bestiality, - - _ _ 2 

Carnally knowing females under 
age of twelve years, - - 5 

Writing and sending threatening 
letters, - - - - 5 

Tendering an unlawful oath, - 1 

Ribbonisin, - - 3 

Whiteboy offence, - - - 3 

Forgery, - - 2 

Uttering forged notes, - - 6 

Coining and passing base coin, - 3 

Having baso coin in possession, - 5 

Having coining implements in pos- 
session, - - 1 

Conspiracy to cheat at cards, - 1 

Piracy, - - 2 

Obtaining goods aud money by false 
pretences, - - - 3 

Returning from transportation be- 
fore expiration of sentence, - l 

Malicious injury to machinery, - 1 

Total, - - 784 



Return showing the Number of Convicts in Custody, committed and disposed 
of during the Year ended 3 1st December, 1866. 



committed. 
1st January, 1866- 
In custody, - 
Committed from — . 
Mountjoy Prison, 



Total, . 



841 



18 J 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

31st December, 1S66 — 

Remaining in custody, - 
Removed during the year — 

To Smithfteld Prison, - 
„ Mountjoy ,, 

„ Lifford Gaol, 

„ Cork County Gaol, - 
Discharged on commutation of 
sentence, ■ 

Discharged on completion of 
sentence, - - 

Discharged on completion of a 
period equivalent to the time 
lie was on licence, 

Released on Orders of Licence, 
Conviction quashed, 

Died, - 



784 

143 ' 
3 
1 
1 



32 



1 

38 

1 

12 



1,022 



Total, - 1,022 
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PuEtuien stowing the Sentences and Ages on Conviction of 784 Convicts in Spike 
Custody on the 31st December, 1866. Island 

Prison. 



SENTENCES. 

Two Years’ Penal Servitude (com- 
muted from five years’ P. S.), 

Two and a-half Years’ Penal Servi- 
tude (commuted from four years’ 
P S.)> - 

Three Years’ Penal Servitude, 

Four 
Five 
Six 
Seven 
Eight 
Nine 
Ten 
Twelve 
Fourteen,, 

Fifteen 
Twenty 
Twenty-five . 

Life, 



1 

21 

43 

231 

45 

188 

13 



37 

7 

6 

1 

40 



SENTENCES. 

Fourteen Years’ Transportation, 
Fifteen ,, ,, 

Life, - 



1 Governor 't 
6 Report. 

29 



748 



36 



Total. - 784 



Ages on Conviction. 



Under Twenty Years, 

Twenty and under Twenty-five, - 
Twenty-five and under Thirty, - 
Thirty and under Thirty-five, 
Tliirty-five and under Forty, 

Forty and under Fifty, 

Fifty and under Sixty, 

Sixty and under Seventy, 

Seventy and under Eighty, 


101 

248 

181 

109 

55 

39 

37 

12 

2 


Total, - 


784 



Abstract Account showing the Estimated Value of the Productive Labour 
of the Prisoners, and the Number Employed, during the year ended 31st 
December, 1866. 



How Employed. 


DailyAvorago 
Number Em- 
ployed for 
303 days. 


Estimatod Value 
of Work per* 
formed. 


Total. 


PRISON WORKS. 








£ s. 


d. 


£ s. d. 


Tailors, - 


_ 


13 




492 7 


6 




Shoemakers, - 


- 


10 




378 15 


0 




Smiths and Nailers, - 


- 


l 




45 9 


0 




Do. beginners, 


_ 


2 




60 12 


0 




Carpenters, - ' - 


- 


1 




37 17 


6 




Do. beginners, 


- 


1 




22 14 


6 




Painters, 


- 


2 




75 15 


0 




Repairing Beds, Socks, &c., - 


- 


7 




106 1 


0 




Tinsmiths and Coopers, 


- 


3 




90 18 


0 




Labourers in Prison Garden and 


on 












Prison Works generally, - 


- 


41 




621 3 


0 




Washing in Laundry, 


_ 


11 




333 6 


0 




Bakers, - 


_ 


6 




272 14 


0 




Cdoks, - 




6 




90 18 


0 




Fatigue work, Cleaning, Messing, &c., 


32 




484 16 


0 




Boatmen, 


- 


24 


| 363 12 
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Abstbact Account showing the Estimate!) Value, &c.— continued. 



How Employed. 



Prison Works — continued . 
Oakum Picking (on wet days, &c.), 
Do. (Invalids), - 

ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS. 

Carpenters and Sawyers, 

Do. beginners, 

Smiths, - 
Do. beginners, - 
Masons and Stonecutters, 

Do. beginners, 

Labourers, Quarrymen, &c., - 

WAR DEPARTMENT (HATJLBOWLINI:). 

Labourers, 

NAVAL DEPARTMENT (HAULBOW- 

line). 

Stone-cutters, _ 

Do. beginners, 

Carpenters and Sawyers, 

Do. beginners, 

Smiths and Nailers, - 

Do. beginners, 

Labourers, - 

Oakum Picking (on wet days, &cA 
Do. (Invalids), - 



Total, 



Daily Avoroffo 
Numlior Em- 
ployed for 
303 days. 


Estimated Valno 
of Work per- 
form od. 






£ 


s. 


d. 


4 




15 


3 


0 






o 


10 


6 












4 




151 


10 


0 


3 




68 


3 


6 


2 




90 


18 


0 


5 




151 


10 


0 


31 




1,408 


19 


0 


62 




1,878 


12 


0 


293 


400 


4,438 


19 


0 


12 


272 


14 


0 


9 




340 


17 


6 


32 




484 


16 


0 


3 




113 


12 


6 


2 




45 


9 


0 


2 




75 


15 


0 


2 




45 


9 


0 


84 




1,272 


12 


0 


24 




90 


18 


0 


16 




20 


4 


0 














752 


- 



Total. 



£ s. d. 



3,494 12 0 



8,188 11 6 
272 14 0 



2,469 13 0 



14,445 10 6 



Daily Average Number employed, - 750 

>» 9» not employed (in Cells, in Hospital, 

and at School), - - _ _ . I 47 



Total Daily Average, 



799 



Medical 

Superinten- 

dent’s 

Report. 



MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 

1 6tli January, 1867. 

t lea-ve to submit my report on the sanitary state of Spike 

Is] and Convict Prison, for the year 1866. 

Subjoined is a statement of the numbers treated in hospital 
Table No. 1 . 

Number of sick remaining in hospital on the 1st of January, 1866, 
from the preceding year, - . . . . U 

Number admitted since, to the 3 1 st December inclusiTe, - - 254 



Total under treatment during the year, 
gfthese there were discharged from hospital, - 
Remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 1867, 



- 248 

- 8 
- 9 



Total, - - - 265 



The following table specifies the diseases with whioh the patients 
admitted to hospital during the year were affected:-^ 
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Febrile affections, - 
Catarrh, - 

Apoplexy, - - 

Paralysis, partial, - 

Epilepsy, ~ “ ,, 

Epistuxis, “ bleeding from nose,” 

Tonsilitis, - 

Hemoptysis, 

phthisis, - 

Bronchitis, - 

Pneumonia, 

Pleuritis, - 
Asthma, - 
Heart disease, 

Liver disease, 

Dyspepsia, - 
Constipation, 

Diarrhoea, - - - 

Colic, - 

Peritonitis, - 

Asphyxia, - 

Wounds and contusions, 



Table No. 2. 






Spike 


- 30 


Fractures, - 


. 


„ 


- 3 Island 


- 5 


Scalds, 


- 


_ 


1 Prison. 


- 1 


Sprains, 


_ 


_ 


- 5 , r ~ ; 


- 2 


Ophthalmia, 


- 


- 


20 cdicul 


- 5 


Abscess, 


_ 


_ 


OA Superintend 


4 


Ulcers, 


_ 


_ 


^ dent’s 


3 


Paronychia, 


- 


- 


j Report. 


- 4 


Scrofula, 


- 


- 


- 3 


- 10 1 


Phymosis, - 


- 


- 


- 1 


- 22 


Stricture Urethra, 


. 


_ 


- 2 


- 10 


Hip disease, 


_ 


_ 


- 1 


_ o 


Testitis, 


_ 


_ 


I 


- 2 


Elicuimitism, 




. 


- 11 


- (5 


Sciatica, 


_ 


_ 


- 1 


- 2 


Synobitis, - 


- 


- 


5 


- 2 


Hannaturia, 


- 


- 


- 1 


- a 


Toothache, - 


_ 


. 


- 1 


- 4 


Psoriasis, 


. 


. 


- 3 


- 10 


Debility, 


- 


. 


- 10 


1 

■ 


Malingering, 


- 


- 


- 3 


- 25 


Total, - 


- 


- 


- 254 



The subjoined table shows the ages, dates of conviction, of reception at 
Spike Island Prison, of admission to hospital, and of death, and the 
diseases of tlie patients that died daring the year 1866 : — 



Table No. 3. 



Number 
on the 
Register. 


Initials 

of 

Name. 


Age. 


Dato 

of 

Conviction. 


Dato of 
Reception 
at 

Spiko Island. 


Dato of 
Admission to 
Hospital. 


Date 

of 

Deatli. 


Causo of Death. 


12,179 


J. M. 


49 


1 863. 

7th April. 


1864. 

27 th Jan. 


1865. 
26th Dec. 


1866. 
2nd Jan. 


Pleuritis. 


11,618 


B. E. 


35 


1861. 
21st Oct. 


1862. 
4th Sept. 


Died on 


1866. 
8th Jan. 


Died suddenly from in- 


12,548 


W. G. 


27 


1863. 

26th June. 


1865. 

27 th Mar. 


the works 
suddenly. 

1865. 
28th Mar. 


1866. 
7th April. 


ternal haemorrhage. 
Scrofula. 


11,685 


M. K. 


24 


1862. 
11th Jan. 


1862. 
22nd Oct. 


1866. 
18 th Feb. 


1 866. 

16th April.l 


Phthisis. 


12,703 


T.D. 


62 


1865. 

5th April. 


1866. 
11 th Jan. 


1866. 

17 th April. 


1866. 1 
24th April. 


Liver disease and jaun- 


11,505 


C. H. 


57 


1858. 

15th June. 


1862. 
lltli Mar. 


1866. 

20th May. 


1866. 

20th May. ! 


Chronic bronchitis with 


11,971 


M. D. 


33 


1862. 
24th Oct. 


1863. 

13 th July. 


1866. 

2l8t April. 


1866. ' 
22nd May. 


debility. 

Pneumonia. 


11,672 


J. M. 1 


31 


1862. 


1862. 

October. 


Died sud- 


1866. 1 
20 th June. 


Fatty degeneration — 


11,519 


■1 

D. K. 


26 


1864. 

11th April. 


1865. 
25tli Jan. 


denlv at 
Haulbow- 
line after 
dinner. 

Died sud- 


1866. 
25th Nov. 


disease oi the heart. 
Partial fatty degenera- 


12,687 


E. L. 


31 


1865. 


1865. 
12th Dec. 


denly in 
Warders’ 
mess-room 
after 
dinner. 
1866. 
2 Sth Nov. 


1866. 
1st Dec. 


tion of heart. 
Congestion of the brain 


12,345 


E. M‘C. 


29 


1863. 
20th Oct. 


1 864. 
1st Aug. 


1666. 

14 th May. 


1866. 
27th Dec. 


and extensive injuries. 
Gangrene, following on 


- 








abscess and hip disease. 
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Number of prisoners in custody on the 1st January, 18(36, 
Inclusive of Fort Carlisle, - - _ “ - ’ 

Beceived from Mountjuy Prison during the year, 



652 

841 

181 



M edical 
Superinten- 
dent's 
Report . 



Total, - ~ - 

Removed during the year to other prisons, 
Discharged unconditionally or on licence, 
Died, - 



1,674 



148 

78 

12 



Remaining in custody on the 31st December, 1866, 

, , ,, ,, at Carlisle Fo*.*. 



238 

589 

195 



Daily average number of prisoners in Spike Island and Carlisle 
Fort during the year 1866, - - - _ 799 

Number of prisoners that presented themselves for extern 
treatment during the .year, - - - _ 9 953 

Number that actually received treatment, - b ’813 

Daily average of sick treated as extern patients, - - 27’ 

>> ,, ,, ,, for 1865, - 25- 

Daily average of sick treated in hospital, - 12-201 

,, ,» »> ,1 for 1865, - - 8-699 

Number of prisoners that received treatment in punishment 
cells, 257 

Admitted to hospital from Carlisle Fort during the year, - 38 



An inspection of the foregoing returns shows that the general sanitary 
condition of the prison, during the past year, lias been satisfactory. 

I am, indeed, thankful to be able to state that no case of epidemic or 
infectious disease made its appearance here, though a very fatal form of 
typhus fever prevailed at Queenstown during the spring, and some cases 
of cholera were observed tliero in the autumn. 

The mortality has been slightly in excess of former years, but it cannot 
be considered extraordinary when taken in connexion with the fact, that 
all classes of prisoners — the invalid, aged, and infirm, as well as healthy— 
are confined here. 

Three prisoners, whose cases aro not included in the preceding hospital 
return, died suddenly. Register No. 11618 died on the works; and I 
was informed by Dr. Tyrrell, who performed the duties during my absence 
on leave, that his death was caused by internal haemorrhage. Register 
Nos. 11672 and 12519 died, the former at Haulbowline, the latter in the 
warders’ mess-kitchen ; in each case almost immediately after dinner, and 
before the commencement of labour. Doth prisoners were the subjects of 
fatty degeneration of the heart; but in Register No. 11618 the transfor- 
mation was almost complete. These prisoners bad not complained of illness. 

The observations made in previous reports for years past with reference 
to the general character of the sickness here, are equally applicable to this 
year. The weather, during the greater portion of 1866, was particularly 
wet and stormy, and almost, as a natural consequence, the affections of the 
chest were more numerous, and, generally speaking, acute and grave. 

The casualties were frequently serious, but in one instance only attended 
with fatal result. A special report of the injuries sustained by the prisoner 
was forwarded at the time; and I consider it my duty to repeat here what 
I stated then, “that it was an injury, the result of neglect and not acci- 
dent, because proper appliances bad not been provided for carrying on 
works such as the prisoners bad been employed at for many years.” 

The health of the subordinate officers has been good; forty were sub- 
jected to treatment in hospital. One warder died rather suddenly in his 
quarters ; and it appeared in evidence at the Coroner’s inquisition, that 
bis death was caused by an oyer-dose of medicine, purchased and admi- 
nistered oy himself; he had not complained of illness at the time. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




33 



of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 

It is, perhaps, right to remark, with reference to the tabular statements, 
that a number of the patients having been admitted to hospital several p BIS0N . 
times during the year, the number 254, which indicates the number of - — 

cases of sickness, does not represent the number of individuals affected, 
which was much less. . < . dent's 

In conclusion, I feel happy in recording my confidence in Mr. O’Oonnell, Report. 
the hospital warder, whose attention to his arduous duties, coupled with 
n,n hospital experience of twelve years, were most useful during the past 
year; and I have no hesitation in stating that it would be impossible for 
me to perform my duties without the assistance of an officer qualified such 
as he is. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. II. Kelly, Medical Superintendent. 



Patrick Joseph Murray, osq., 

- Director of Government Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Spike Island Government Prison, Report. 

January 10th, 1867. 

Sib, — I have the honour to present my report for the year ending 
31st December, 1866. During the year the following duties were 
performed : — Divine service celebrated 54 times ; Holy Communion 
administered 4 ; Prisoners lectured 67 ; hospital visited 30 ; cells visited 
28; also prison school during its continuance; which for the last three 
or four months has been discontinued, owing to the Government works at 
Raulbowline, at which an additional number of men have been placed. 

As their too frequent withdrawal from these works would interfere with 
their being carried out, but one day during the week has been allowed me 
for lecturing the prisoners, which will account for the number of lectures 
this year being somewhat less than during the preceding. 

The health of the prisoners under my charge has been very good, which 
will also account for so few visits to the hospital; and their general 
conduct throughout the year most satisfactory. 

Having nothing further to communicate, 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 



To P. J. Murray, esq., 

Director of Government Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



J. G. Bottohier. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Roman 

Catholic 

Spike Island, 1st January, 1867. Cnaplam's 
Sir, — I beg leave to present yon with my report for the year ending Report ' 
the 31st of December, 1866, which is my eighteenth annual report as the 
Roman Catholic Chaplain of Spike Island Convict Prison. 

I have great pleasure in stating that the religious and moral conduct of 
the prisoners under my spiritual care has given me much satisfaction 
during the year. I have always found them respectful, and attentive to 
m y instructions and admonitions, and anxious to avail themselves of the 
opportunities afforded them of approaching the Sacraments, and of dis- 

C 
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charging tlieir other religious duties. The great body of the Roman 
Catholic prisoners have received tho Sacraments of Penance and the Holv 
Communion during the year, some weekly, many monthly, and others at 
longer intervals ; all exhibiting tho greatest diligence and reverence in 
preparing for the reception of these Sacraments. 

Tlieir demeanour in chapel, at tho celebration of tho Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, and the other religious services, lias invariably been reverential 
and edifying, so much so as to elicit not only the approbation, but the 
admiration of those who witnessed tlieir conduct in the chapel. 

I am also happy to be able to state that tlieir prison conduct has been 
equally satisfactory, as manifested by the due observance of discipline by 
the great bulk of the prisoners, and tlieir ready and diligent submission 
to labour. 

I have constantly visited tho prisoners confined in solitary punishment, 
and have imparted to them such counsel and admonition as their offences 
seemed to me to require, and I trust with much salutary effect. 

The penal probationary ward continues to effect much good. I believe 
it to he the most effectual of the modes of punishment used here; without 
injuring health it is most deterrent and efficacious. There are instances 
here, at present, of prisoners who had been habitual violators of discipline, 
but having been subjected to the punishment of the penal ward, are since 
conducting themselves woll, and advancing in tlieir classes. I would 
much regret to see it substituted by corporal punishment. 

"We have to thank Divine Providence for the very sanitary condition of 
the prison during the year. There has been no epidemic, and but few 
sick in hospital ; I have, nevertheless, daily visited the sick, and admi- 
nistered to them all the necessary services and consolations of religion. I 
have also seen that prayers and pious meditations have been daily read to 
them by the very diligent Hospital Warder, Mr. Smith. I have always 
found the Apothecary, Mr. O’Connell, attentive and active in his services to 
the sick. His being now a duly qualified apothecary, capable of attending 
to any sudden cases that may occur, and his being always present at the 
hospital, renders his services very valuable to the whole establishment. 
a I beg to mention that my Reverend Assistant and myself have expe- 
rienced a, serious impediment to the utility of our servicos during the last 
six months, in consequence of not having some of the prisoners allowed to 
attend for Confession on Fridays and Saturdays, as previously. This, 
together with the discontinuance of the day-school, lias left us no oppor- 
tunity of seeing the prisoners for Confession, excepting at night, when we 
find them fatigued, and often wet after their work, and in no fit state to 
attend to such a serious religious duty. I, therefore, most respectfully 
request that fifty prisoners be allowed to attend for Confession for two 
hours every Friday and Saturday in future, preparatory for the Holy 
Communion on the following Sundays. I beg to state that this is indis- 
pensably necessary. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to bear my bumble testimony to the excellent 
manner the prison discipline has been, carried out during the year, by the 
Inspector and Governor, and whole prisou staff; and, judging from the 
general good conduct of the prisoners, and from the small number that re- 
turned here re-convicted, I would say that the last year has been the most 
successful since the introduction here of the improved prisou discipline. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

T. F. Lyons, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

P. J. Murray, esq., 

Director of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 35 

ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Sms 

Island 

Spike Island, PltIS0N - 

January 9th, 1867- Assistant 

Sx R; I have the honour to submit to you my report for the year 

ending 31st December, 1S66, on the religions and moral condition of the chaplain’s 
prisoners, and the apparent effects of the discipline, in accordance with Report. 
the 13th of the Chaplains’ rules. In doing so I am happy to be able to 
say that the conduct of the prisoners for the past year has been satis- 
factory, and that they have been attentive to all the religious instructions 
and exercises over which I have presided. There were, of course, excep- 
tions ; as in a place like this, where such a large number of criminals aro 
brought together, we must naturally expect to find persons whose hearts 
are so depraved, and who are so hardened in crime, that no advice will 
make any impression on them. These, I am happy to say, were few, but 
small as the number was they do great mischief by their immoral dis- 
courses and suggestions to well-disposed prisoners. The rule of silence 
cannot be too strictly enforced with regard to such men when in their 
wards, as by this means they are prevented from counteracting the good 
effects of moral and religious training. All the religious exercises have 
been carried out as usual, and have been attended with very beneficial 
results. 

However, a very important change took place a few months ago, to 
which I must allude, as it has caused a very great falling off in the num- 
ber of those who were in the habit of approaching the Sacraments of 
Penance and the Eucharist, and consequently is one that very much 
pertains to the spiritual interests of the prisoners, I mean the doing away 
with the privilege which the prisoners hail of going to confession on Fridays 
and Saturdays after dinner, substituting in its place confessions after 
lock-up. That this arrangement has been attended with bad results is 
evident from the falling off in the numbers of those who were in the habit 
of going to confession but besides this there are other reasons why this 
system should not he continued. In the first place, it is a rule in the 
Eoman Catholic Church that all the sacraments should be administered 
in the chapel, which is the placo set aside specially for such purposes, 
and, unless there are very good reasons to tbe contrary, this rule is. in 
full force, and ought to he complied with. Now I don’t see any necessity, 
in an establishment like this, for going outside this rule, and hence I say 
that some time ought to he set aside, on one or two days in the week, 
when the prisoners could be assembled in convenient batches for con- 
fessions in the chapel. The urgency of the public works at Haulbowline 
was the reason assigned for this change ; hut how two hours on 
Fridays and the same on Saturdays, in all four hours in the week, for 
about thirty or forty prisoners could so much retard those works I can’t un- 
derstand. The Protestant and Presbyterian chaplains have one day each 
in tbe week, on which day their subjects are called in off the works to meet 
them, although they have Sundays and holidays as well as Homan 
Catholics, and that the same privilege is not allowed us, 1 think, is unfair. 

Tbe other reasons why this new arrangement should not be continued aro, 
that I consider it as divesting religion of its dignity to have, in order to 
indnee even a few to come, to go through every ward calling out iC is 
there auyone here for confession,” thus exposing our sacred ministry to. the 
sneers of those who don’t believe in it, and in a measure obtruding our minis- 
trations on persons of other religious persuasions. This is particularly 
tbe case in the D prison, where we must in the view of both Protestants 
and Presbyterians discharge those duties. Again, the smell in this prison 
is very offensive at night, owing to the presence of such a large number 
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of men in it, and the open vessels which are there for certain purposes. 
It is painful for me to have to allude to such a subject ; hut if my feelings 
are not spared in the order to sit down and hear confessions in the 
presence of men using those things, how can I be expected not to allude 
to this matter, and thus endeavour to bring about an arrangement which 
will he more satisfactory in every way ? The prisoners seem to have a 
decided objection to going to confession after look-up ; they are then tired 
after the day’s work and seem inoro inclined to rest than to apply them- 
selves to religious exercises. In a matter of this kind force is of no use, 
because if the will is not cheerfully given to a work of this kind there is 
danger that those men may approach the Sacraments without the proper 
dispositions, and thus make things worse than if they stopped away 
altogether. It lias been hinted that in the English system this work is 
done at night. Perhaps it is; but we have not the English system in 
Ireland It is not fair to introduce one inconvenient part of the English 
i.nto our Irish system, and at the same time leave out the more profitable 
portions of it. I don’t think that in any system things could work as 
satisfactorily as they did before the late order to which I allude. 

There is nothing else which demands any special notice from me in 
this report, as everything connected with tlie discipline of the prison has 
been carried out strictly by the Governor and his staff. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

John A. Barry, Assistant Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island, 11th January, 186 / . 

Sir,— I beg leave to present to you my report for the year 1866. 

I have conducted the regular services on Sundays and week-days, and 
visited all prisoners of my charge, in cells, or in hospital, or otherwise, 
requiring my attention during the year. . , 

Some few exceptions to the regularity of the services occurred at 
Carlisle Eort, on days when, owing to very tempestuous weather, no Doa* 

was sent. . 

The conduct of the prisoners, so far as it comes under my cognizance, 
continues to be satisfactory, and 1 believe they are going on as we , con 
considering their previous habits and their present circumstances, as mos 
other people are. _ , ,, 

In judging of the results of any attempt to do real good to these » 
we must remember that their crimes and the just award of the tri una 
thereon, have brought them into a position which is non-natural for 
cherishing and development of the better feelings of our nature. ^ 
ever hope we may have, therefore, that the seed now sown may e °* jj 
good, and promising to do more, we must on the one hand be sa is 
with a very small amount of fruit at present, and, on the other ia , 
must not be surprised if those we hope well of do sometimes come un 
the condemnation of rules which are purposely and very proper y s J * 
Por this reason I still feel encouraged in my work, in cases 
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appeal' to me promising, just as I hare felt hopeful of persons outside Spike 
prison, whose private, social, or business life, I well knew, would not Pikon. 
bear too microscopic an examination. — 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, terim 

W. J. Kertlamd, ll.d. , Presbyterian Chaplain. Sport.™' 

The Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT— FORT CARLISLE. Medical 

Officers 

Report. 

Fort Carlisle Convict Prison, 

. 12th January, 1867. 

Sir, — I have much pleasure in reporting that the sanitary condition of 
Fort Carlisle Convict Prison has been very good during the past year, 
no case of epidemic or infectious disease having occurred. 

The supply of water is abundant and of excellent quality. 

The diet is sufficient and well adapted to prisoners engaged in active 
labour. 

Fresh air is freely admitted at all times to the wards, and cleanliness is 
rigidly observed. 

I beg to add that every case of accident or sudden illness has been 
promptly and carefully attended. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Bobert Boyle Travers, m.r.o.b.e., l.m., Ac. 

To the Director of Convict Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT— FORT CARLISLE. Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Corkbigg Rectory, Whitegate, Re P ori - 
January 1st, 1867. 

Sir, — In making my annual report of the Convict Prison at Fort 
Carlisle, as far as relates to my professional connexion with it, I have the 
pleasing duty to reiterate my previous favourable statement of the quiet 
and generally hopeful conduct of the prisoners, and of the regularity and 
good order that prevailed throughout the year. 

I have to add the expression of my thanks to the Chief and other 
Warders for the attention and facility I received from them in the dis- 
charge of my duties. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your faithful servant, 

Francis Shortt, Protestant Chaplain, 

The Director of 
Convict Prisons, 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT— POUT CARLISLE. 

Agliada, January, 1867. 

Sm, — In compliance witli tlie usual rule I forward my report for the 
year 1866, on the Convict Station of Carlisle Fort. 

The duties of Roman Catholic Chaplain have been performed there 
regularly by me and my two Reverend Assistants. 

On every Sunday and holiday of our Church, Mass has been celebrated 
at the Fort, and on another day each week a Clergyman has visited there 
for the purpose of religious instruction, and to afford those who would 
desiro it, an opportunity of going to Confession. On their part the cod- 
victs seemed earnestly to avail themselves of the means thus afforded for 
their moral improvement. 

In the course of the year, a considerable number, if not all, have pre- 
pared themselves to receive the Sacraments of Penance and the Holy 
Eucharist ,* some have done so frequently, others at more distant intervals, 
as Cod’s grace, and their own co-operation prompted them to it. On all 
occasions their demeanour was such as to generally merit our approbation. 

As this is a station for persons who arc on tlicir way to a final libera- 
tion, tbe conduct of those imprisoned there exhibits a self-control and a 
resignation not, perhaps, often to be looked for among men consigned to 
the convict prison. I hope that a future day will prove to themselves 
and to others that the pains here bestowed on their moral and intellectual 
improvement are not expended in vain. 

As on former occasions, I have the satisfaction to be able to say that, 
in the discharge of our duties, we have received every facility from all 
those with whom we come in contact at the Fort. From the late Super- 
intendent, Mr. Campbell, and from bis successor, Mr. Graham, and 
from all others concerned, wo have uniformly experienced courtesy and 
attention. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Richard Smiddy, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

To tbe Director of 

Convict Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Fort Carlisle, January 12th, 1867. 

Sir, — The year 1866 has passed away, and a report of the educational 
department of Spike Island and Fort Carlisle Prisons is required. It is 
my twelfth. 

My attention being engrossed by the large number in Fort Carlisle, I 
have not visited Spike Island schools as often during this as on previous 
years; but when any important change, or other proposed improvement 
required my presence, I did not fail to attend. The transfer of the school- 
teaching from day to night, which was effected in the beginning of last 
July, precludes the possibility of my visiting Spike Island schools during 
the teaching hours, as I am then engaged in Fort Carlisle ; the hours for 
instruction in both places being the same ; but I frequently visit it by 
day, to examine accounts, and exercise any supervision 1 may consider 
necessary. 

I forward with this, the reports of the Teachers, Messrs,- M‘Cartaa and 
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Ryan who continue to act with the same energy and ability which I have Spike 
so often brought under notice in my annual reports. _ _ 

At the beginning of last year S00 prisoners attended school in Spike _ * 
Island and 187 in Fort Carlisle. Day and niglit schools were then held Head 
in both places, for their instructions as on the previous years, in which 
those who were nearly illiterate were receiving instructions at school for ^port! 
three mornings in the week, which, with their own exertions at other 

t i mes being provided with books — enabled everyone, who was not 

entirely incapable, to read, write, and cast up accounts at, or before, the 
time of his discharge, though he might have entered the convict prison 
(piite unlettered. I am not so sanguiuo of success in future, as the 
teaching by day has been discontinued since the beginning of last July. 

As most of the unlettered convicts are aged, and blunted in intellect, the 
difficulties that besot them, on account of the slowness of their perception, 
can scarcely be mastered in the short time that will be afforded them 
during the average period of convict sentences. Impaired vision is very 
prevalent in thi3 class, and night-reading is distressing to most of them, 
and in many instances impracticable. Even for the sliarpsiglited, ni^ht- 
teaching in dormitories, and rooms not suited to the purpose, has defi- 
ciencies, as classes cannot be properly arranged and removed with quickness 
and facility ; nor can diagrams, maps, and black-boards be used as they 
are by day in proper schoolrooms. But, as the requirements of the public 
service must be paramount to tliese considerations, when the order for 
discontinuing the day-schools, and holding night-schools was given, I 
divested myself of my own opinions, and prepared and submitted the best 
plan of arrangement I could devise under the circumstances, having in 
view therein the avoiding as much as possible tbe inconvenience and 
additional warder-duty, which such changes usually bring, and also tlie safe 
keeping of tbc prisoners. This arrangement was approved by the Directors, 
and has been in operation since in Spike Island and Fort Carlisle. It 
affords, in Spike Island, two nights’ schooling, for two hours each, in the 
week, to the most deficient classes, and only one to the more advanced. 

In Fort Carlisle it affords three nights’ schooling in the week to all. As 
there are four distinct prison buildings occupied in Spike Island — to 
prevent removing prisoners from one to tbe other, or to the former school- 
room — a compartment in each building is used as a school, consequently 
there are four schools • Mr. M'Cartan has charge of two of them, and Mr. 

Eyan has charge of the other two. There were 521 attending these four 
schools on the last day of last year, and 189 attending the two schools in 
Fort Carlisle, under my own tuition, making a total of 710. During the 
day the teachers write headlines, mend pens, examine copy-books, prepare 
hooks for distribution, and do most of the mechanical work of the schools, 
so that at night, when the school commences, all is xeady for active 
teaching, which bolds for two hours every night. But during that time, 
no matter how energetic and qualified a teacher he may he, he cannot 
afford as much assistance as would he desirable, and the loss of the 
efficient monitors which we were heretofore allowed, is now. much. felt; 
for under the present arrangement there are no monitors in reality- — 
the wardsmen being required to lend a band, but they are, generally, 
incompetent, and verify that principle of “ political economy,” that cc The 
merging of two officers in one person causes the duties of either to be 
imperfectly performed.” 

As there are two distinct prison buildings in Fort Carlisle, each serves 
the purpose of a schoolroom, and I attend every alternate evening in each, 
thereby affording every prisoner three nights’ schooling in the week. 

There aTe, generally, 115 attending in the Don Prison, and 75 in the 
Barrack-room Prison, For these large numbers the desultory efforts’ of 
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Head 
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master's 

Report. 



one teacher would not suffice, but I select prisoners from the most improved 
class to assist in teaching. I have also invented a simple kind of candle- 
stick, which can bo occasionally arranged so as to afford light to teach 
classes from black-boards, maps, and diagrams, and I thereby make the 
most of my teaching power. 

Our system of prison management unites the deterrent and reformatory 
principles ; and as the latter falls within my province, it is my duty to 
say that, in abolishing the day-school, thereby narrowing the compass of 
education, its influence, as a reformatory agent, will bo much impaired. 
There is another local impediment which I fool bound to mention; the 
barrack-room in Fort Carlisle is not a suitable place for a prison, because 
the room over the prisoners is occupied by soldiers, whose movements are 
heard by the prisoners, and whoso gaieties, though quite legitimate on the 
part of the soldiers, are not edifying to the prisoners, because the want of 
restraint and self-control has been their ruin, and any incentive to indul- 
gence of that kind is not in keeping with the reserve which is enforced 
by the “Prison Rules.” 

In Fort Carlisle, in the course of the year, after being examined accord- 
ing to the programme, and found equal to it, 114 have been removed to 
the higher reading classes, not mentioning tho promotions in arithmetic, 
writing, &c. ; and in Spike Island 1 IS have been similarly advanced. 
These numerous promotions prove tho efficiency of the schools. At the 
end of the year, 38 out of 115 of the “advanced class” attending the 
school, were in the fifth or highest book of tho series ; and only 13 out of 
75 of the “first class” were in this book ; therefore, tho “advanced class” 
arriving at highest school class, wore to the others in a greater ratio than 
2 to 1. This shows that advancement in good conduct progresses with 
improvement in education. 

The improved series of National School books are the only ones (inniy 
opinion) suited to the prisoners, because they have been carefully compiled, 
and contain such instructions as gradually and almost imperceptibly lead 
to the practice of virtue. Tho teachers do not fail to inculcate the morals 
deducible from the lessons of these books, and to impress them on the 
minds^ of the convicts. I was always averse to tlie use of any other, except 
these and religious books. It may not be out of place to state here that 
I continue to say morning prayers, and to read a chapter every morning 
from an authorized religious book for the Roman Catholic prisoners, 
who were at the end of the year as 7 to 1 of other persuasions. I am 
convinced that these puny, hut well-intentioned efforts of mine, are not 
without fruit. After years’ experience I could not point out any good 
that has resulted from our circulating library. 

There was not an instance here of interruption to the business of the 
school during the year ; for though the labours are constant and heavy 
through the day, the night-school is acceptable ; and I trust that by the 
judicious exercise of the great reformatory agents working in our prisons, 
viz., religion, discipline, labour, and education, numbers will be returned 
to society fortified against relapse into crime. 

My superiors in office have been prompt and considerate in attending 
to the requirements of the schools during the year. It would he super- 
fluous in me to say a word of the efficiency and ability of tbe two principal 
warders, Messrs. Campbell and Graham, who have been successively 
in charge of Fort Carlisle Prison for the past year; the former has 
obtained a well-merited promotion ; I hope the latter, who is equally de- 
serving, will soon arrive at a similar position. Tho warders here are also 
efficient officers, and have done their duties in the schools, through the 
yWj i Q a satisfactory manner. 
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mi 0 f the schools in Spike Island and Port Carlisle on the 31st of 
December 1866, is exhibited in the following tables- 



Spike 

Island 

Prison. 



Classes. 

Reading— 

First Book, 

Second Book, 

Sequel Book, 

Third Book, - ■ 

Fourth and Fifth Books, 

Total,' 

Writing— 

Unable to write, - 
Large hand, 

Small hand, 

Total, 

Arithmetic — 

Small figures, 

Simple rules, 

Compound rules, 
Proportion, and above, 

Total, 



Spike Scliool. 


Carlisle School. 


Total. 


Head 

School- 


17 


4 


21 


master's 


38 


21 


59 


Report. 


63 


19 


82 




146 


35 


181 




257 


110 


367 







- 


— 




521 


189 


710 




8 


4 


12 




49 


21 


70 




464 


164 


628 







, 







521 


189 


710 




19 


25 


44 




263 


74 


337 




66 


30 


96 




173 


60 


233 




521 


189 


710 





Prom these tables the following information may be gathered- 
1st. The sum of the attendance in all the schools on the 31st of December, 

18 2nd. W AU these, except 21, can read ; and 548, the third, fourth, and 

fifth classes, can read well. .. . , 

3rd All except 12, can write ; and 628 write small-liand. 

4th. All know some arithmetic ; 329 are learning compound rules, 

P Tntv;"rn e owledge of geography; all except SO, have a fair 
knowledge of it, and are not deficient in “ general information. 

I believe this report is correct in every ossential particular. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Miohael Hakolp, Head Schoolmaster. 



To P. J. Murray, esq.. 

Director of Convict Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



ASSISTANT-SCHOOLMASTERS’ REPORTS. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 
January 5 th, 16o/. 

Sib,— I n forwarding the statistics of the school under my charge here, 
it is a pleasing duty to have to report that the educational progress and 
general good conduct of the prisoners during the past year have been 
very satisfactory, while, with few exceptions, their attention to instruction 
has been all that could be desired. 

Iu the first six months of the year the school arrangements were the 
same as in previous years, by which the men were allowed to attend 
school during working hours from three to nine hours each weekly, 
according to proficiency. On the 9th of July a change oo p a e, 
provides that all the prisoners who attend school are to be educated after 
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working hours in places set apart for the purpose in- the different prisons 
This arrangement has been carried out as far as practicable, and to' the 
best of my ability, but the amount of good which can he effected comes 
far short of what might be gained by the former arrangement. The 
time allowed to each prisoner at school is much shorter than before • this 
is in consequence of tho largo number to bo attended to, which must be 
so divided as to answer the requirements of the men, and the means 
afforded of instructing them. 

There are four schools ; ono for each prison, or range of prison ; two of 
these are attended to by Mr. Eyan, the other two by myself. The school 
time is two hours after lock-up on six evenings in tho week ; this time 
is divided, so as to allow the prisoners most in need of instruction to 
attend on two evenings in the week, while the moro advanced attend only 
on one evening. 1 

The schools are always plentifully supplied with the necessary re- 
quisites for the use of tho prisoners, who aro also accommodated’ with 
books suited to their different capacities in their wards and cells. 

On the 5th of July, a few days before the breaking up of the day 
school, E. Sheeliy, osq., Inspector of National Schools, visited and exa- 
mined the classes in attendance, and, though I have not been made aware 
of the nature of his report on the occasion, yot I am able to say that 
the answering of the men on the various subjects in which they were 
examined was very satisfactory. 

The promotions from lower to higher reading classes during the year 
amounted to 118, not including the promotions in writing, arithmetic, (fee., 
in which branches many of them made considerable progress. 

The annexed table shows the state of the schools on the 31st 
December, 1866 : — 



Reading — 



First Book, 


_ 


- 10 


Second Book, 


m 


- 2(5 


Sequel Book, 




- 35 


Third Book, 


_ 


93 


Fourth Book, 


- 


- 104 


Total, - 


- 


- 268 



Writing — 

Not writing on paper. - - 5 



W RiTiNG — continued. 

Large-hand, - - - 29 

Small-hand, - - - 234 

Total, - - - 268 

Arithmetic — 

Simple rules, - - - 155 

Compound rules, - - - 38 

Proportion, and above, - - 75 

Total, - - 268 



0 { 268 attending the schools, 258 can read? 197, the number in the 
third and fourth classes, read well, and, with few exceptions, write well, 
and are also possessed of a fair amount of general information. The 
arithmetical classification, in proportion to the number attending school, 
is higher than that of the previous year. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, • 

Thomas M ‘Cart an. 

Mr. Harold, Fort Carlisle. 
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Spike Island, 2nd January, IS67. 

Sib, — In obedience to your desire, I send you my annual report on tlio 
school of D Prison, which has been under my management since your 
removal to Port Carlisle, and on the school held in the lower range of 
A Prison, which has co’me under my care since August last. 

Early in the month of July, inconsequence of the demand for labour at 
the fortifications at this island and at the docks at Haulbowline, the Di- 
rectors ordered that the day school be discontinued, and that the prisoners 
attend instructions after working hours only. That order was carried 
out,, in the first instance, by bringing the men of the different prisons to 
the school-room, by drafts of about 100 each, according to their respective 
acquirements, giving two evenings each week to the most backward, and 
one evening each week to all others. Though this arrangement worked 
very well as regarded the school, it caused considerable inconvenience to 
the staff, and had to be abandoned about the middle of August, when the 
evenings became dark, on account of the difficulties attending the removal 
of so mauy prisoners after nightfall. The next arrangement necessitated 
the opening of four schools instead of one— -that is one to each of the four 
prisous in which the convicts are located. This arrangement is now per- 
manent, and has been found to work very well. 

The schools in A Lower and D prisons are attended to by me on alter- 
nate nights. I give instruction to the men of A prison on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday evenings, and to the men of D prison on the 
evenings of Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. 

The pupils of each school are divided into two drafts, which are nearly 
equal in point of numbers j the first draft, comprising the first, second, 
and sequel classes, with the most backward of the third class, receives 
two evenings’ schooling each week ; and the second draft, which includes 
all able to read a fourth book fairly, receives only, one evening’s in- 
struction in the week. 

Since the abolition of day schooling it became necessary that I should 
confine my instruction almost entirely to the primary branches of edu- 
cation, namely, to reading, writing, and arithmetic, and though the same 
amount of progress as heretofore cannot be expected, I have no doubt, 
from the desire evinced by the prisoners to acquire knowledge, and from 
tlie opportunities afforded them for study in their cells and wards, that 
tlie great majority of them will, on leaving this prison, be found to 
possess a considerable acquaintance with these subjects. The industry 
and attention of the prisoners at school after the severe labours of the 
day are truly remarkable. The alternatives occasionally resorted to in 
the day school, such as withholding “school marks” and reporting for 
idleness, have been quite uncalled for since the opening of the night 
school. 

The groat change effected in the school, by which over 150 prisoners 
were deprived of three half days’ schooling each week, and over 250 
more deprived of one half day, without the least symptoms of disorder or 
murmuring, is a strong testimony in favour of the excellent discipline 
which is maintained in the government of this prison. From the quiet- 
ness and regularity with which they accommodated themselves to the 
change a person would suppose that they did not like to go to school, but 
such a supposition would be quite erroneous ; men, whether disposed to 
learn or otherwise, went to school cheerfully. I can affirm, after ten years’ 
experience, that the great bulk of the prisoners went to school actuated 
by an earnest desire to participate in the advantages it afforded, and that 
only a very small fraction went to seek a relaxation from the labours of 
the truck or quarry, These parties, few as they were, were detected, an^ 
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removed from school, either permanently or for a time. These fact 
prove that the prisoners must have keenly felt the limitation of their on 
portunities ; and the manner in which they bore up against this is verv 
creditable to them. I was at first fearful that the change would cause the 
prisoners to become careless or indifferent in acquiring education; but time 
proved that my fears were groundless, and they now appear more anxious 
to learn than ever they did. 

After a close observation of the prisoners entrusted to my care during 
the past year, I feel convinced that their literary and moral prom-ess was 
as satisfactory as could be expected ; the prisoners, with few exceptions 
were respectful and submissive to their superiors ; insubordination, except 
in individual cases, was unknown in the prison ; and tile punishments in- 
flicted were for offences rarely affecting morality. For this admirable 
state of things many claim and deserve credit, but few who know the 
routine pursued in school will deny that it bears a prominent part in 
bringing such to pass. 

The following table shows the number and classification of the prisoners 
attending the two schools under my charge. I invite comparison be- 
tween the results of the two schools, A Lower being the reception prison 
and I) the discharging one — 



A Lower Prison. D Prison. Total. 

Reading — 


First Book, 


_ 


7 




7 


Second Book, 


_ 


8 


4 


12 


Sequel Book, 


_ 


15 


13 


28 


Third Book, 
Fourth Book, 


_ 


30 


23 


53 


- 


52 


101 


153 


Total, - 


- 


112 


141 


253 


KITING — 


Unable to write, 


. 


- 3 




3 


Large hand, 


- 


17 


3 


20 


Small hand, 


- 


92 


138 


230 


Total, - 


- 


112 


141 


253 


Arithmetic— 
Making figures, 




15 


4 


19 


Simple rules, 


- 


68 


40 


108 


Compound rides, 


_ 


10 


18 


28 


Proportion, and above, 


19 


79 


98 


Total, 


- 


112 


141 


253 



I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

T. Hxut. 

Mr. Harold, Fort Carlisle. 
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motjntjoy female CONVICT PRISON. m #SSS t 

Convict 

Prison. 

I find nothing to add to the annual report of last year relating Di ^ r ; 

to this prison. . ,, R9 ° H ' 

Photographing has been introduced, and new penal cells are 
beinf built upon a plan which it is hoped will prevent the in- 
mates from disturbing, as they can in the present punishment 
cells, the other and better disposed convicts in the prison. 

The Matrons’ cottages, mentioned in last annual report, are 
nearly all occupied, and their advantages are appreciated by those 
who reside in them. ... 

The Matrons, with some few exceptions, have given satis- 
faction ; and the Superintendent’s report is encouraging. She has 
had great experience in dealing with convict women, and her 
opinions upon the subject are worthy of every consideration. 

The Chaplains report favourably upon the religious and moral 
state of the convicts. 

The Schoolmistress supplies a very excellent report, and 1 
have reason to feel satisfied with the mode in which she and her 
assistants conduct the classes. 

The Medical Superintendent reports very favourably on the 
general health of the convicts. When we recollect that 1866 was 
a year marked by many illnesses among those who were at large, 
we have every reason to feel grateful that this prison escaped 
■with comparatively no sickness. 

The buildings were maintained in good order under the care of 
the Commissioners of Public Works, and the repairs were of the 
ordinary character. 

The expenses of the prison are given in the appended tabular 
statement of tbe Superintendent, and are the usual items. 

The convicts fully appreciate the advantages of the Refuges. 

Patrick Joseph Murray, 

Director. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Eemale Prison, 

18th January, 1867. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward to you my annual report for the Superinttn- 
year ending the -51st December, 1866. Itorf. 

During tbe past year the health of the prisoners has been generally 
good, no infectious disease having appeared amongst them ; while 
the mortality of five may be regarded as small when it is taken into 
consideration the lives of dissipation tbe greater number had led for 
many years previous to their conviction. The dietary is wholesome 
and nutritious, and the prisoners are contented with it. 

The industry of the workers proceed most satisfactorily. I have 
looked on when unobserved by them, and have seen for myself the 
uncoerced and willing manner in which they ply their task. I have 
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Mountjoy taken much pains to satisfy myself as to the reports of the officers on 
Con™ the subject, and X have found that by keeping the idlers hack in then 
Prison, classification a great stimulus to industry has been given. Women 
— r who protested their utter inability to work have, by a steady adherence 
ST t0 tWs P laa ’ been induced to become steady industrious needle- 

Repart. women. The amount earned appears small considering the lapre 
quantity turned out ; but from the great depression in trade, and, con- 
sequently the low class of work sent to us, the remuneration is 
necessarily small. 

The head School-matron trill be able to inform you that the 
important branch of the prison arrangements under her charge, and 
tlmt of her assistants, receives anxious attention from them° and I 
myself am able to attest the zeal with which all the teachers discharge 
their duties. 6 

There have been many changes in the staff during the year. One 
officer was discharged owing to ill health, and one for not possessing 
the necessary qualifications, two resigned, two were dismissed for 
neglect of duty, and two were degraded in rank— one for neriect, 
and one for not adhering to truth. X am happy to be able to say 3 that 
the larger number of the female officers are respectable women, 
anxious and attentive in the discharge of their duties, and carry out 
the prison arrangements well ; while some of those lately removed 
from the service had placed themselves on too familiar a footing with 
prisoners, and consequently lost all power over them, by forfeiting 
the respect which convicts are ready to give to a fair and iust, though 
strict officer. 0 

Some assaults upon officers have occurred, hut the prisoners gene- 
rally have been well-conducted ; and, though there are many punish- 
ments recorded, the number of offenders is not at all so great as would 
appear from the penal record- I am of opinion that the new punish- 
ment cells now in the course of erection will prove a great benefit. 
By their means habitual offenders, whose pleasure is to use vile 
language and destroy prison property, will he kept apart from those in 
punishment for trivial offences, and so the latter will be spared from 
a very mischievous and contaminating influence. There are here 
some poor creatures confined who appear fitter subjects for a lunatic 
asylum ; some of these are harmless, while others are very trouble- 
some; but they are all highly detrimental to the discipline of the 
prison. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Delia I. Lidwill, Superintendent. 

I certify that, to the best of my belief, the rules laid down for the 
government of the prison have been complied with, in every instance, 
except in such cases as have been distinctly reported to or brought 
under the notice of a Director, or the Visiting Inspector. 

Delia X. Lidwill, Superintendent. 

To the Director of Convict Prisons, 

The Castle. 



[Return. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




47 



of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 

Eetdkn of tlie Nombeh of Couriers received and disposed of 
during the year 1866 . 



In custody on the 1st January, 1866, 

Received during the year, 

Born in the prison, - 

Total, - 

Discharged on completion of sentence, 

3 on “Order of Licence,” - 
” on commutation of sentence, 

Transferred on licence to Refuges Pro 
Roman Catholic, 42, 

Transferred to lunatic asylum, - 

Died, - - - 

Children discharged with mothers, - - - 

removed with mothers to Roman Catholic 
Refuge, - - 

„ removed to North Dublin Union, - 
„ died, 

Total disposed of, 

Remaining in custody, 31st December, 1866, 



ConTicts. 


Children. 


- 479 


29 


- 98 


5 


- 


2 


- 577 


36 


- 63 


_ 


1 


- 


7 


" 


- 58 


- 



- 


- 141 


11 


1866, 


- 436 


25 



Mountjoy 

Female 

Convict 

Prison. 



deperinten- 
11 nt's 
eport. 



AGES ON CONVICTION OF PRISONERS 





now in custody. 




15 years and under 20 years, 


- 15 


20 


„ 25 „ 


- 118 


25 


„ 30 » 


- 73 


30 


„ 35' „ 


- 70 


35 


>> 40 ,, 


- 44 


40 


45 „ 


- 48 


45 years and upwards, 


- 68 




Total, 


- 436 



Age of youngest prisoner on conviction, 
15 years. 

Age of oldest prisoner on conviction, 74 
years. 



NUMBER OF PRISONERS NOW IN CUSTODY 
WHO WERE CONVICTED IN THE FOL- 



LOWING years. 
Convicted in the year. 


1851, 


- 


1 


1853, 


- 


3 




1855, 


- 


o 




1856, 


- 


1 




1857, 


- 


2 




1859, 


- 


1 




1860, 


- 


4 




1861, 


- 


17 


** 


1862, 


- 


40 




1863, 


- 


53 




1864, 


_ 


136 




1865, 


- 


90 


>, ij 


1866, 


- 


86 


Total, 


- 


- 


436 



Sentences of Prisoners now in Custody. 



Transportation, 14 years, 
„ 15 „ 

Life, 

Penal Servitude, 3 years, ■ 
>, 4 

»> 5 

„ 6 

7 



Penal Servitude, 8 years, 



2 




10 


,, 


- 


5 


,, 


12 


,, 


- 


22 


,, 


14 


,, 


- 


24 


>» 


15 


,, 


- 


161 


Life, 


- 


- 


" 


10 

163 


Total, 


- 


- 


- 



33 

1 

4 

4 

3 



[Crimes. 
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Crimes of Prisoners now in Custody. 



Administering poison with intent to 
murder, - - - - 1 

Arson, - - - - 9 

Assault and robbery, - -5 

Attempt to steal, - - - 2 

Burglary, - - - - 5 

Burglary and robbery, - - 5 

Cattle stealing, - - - 1 

Child desertion, - - - 1 

Coining, - - - - 1 

Felony, - - - - 95 

Felony of money, - - - 39 

Felony of letter out of Post pillar, - 1 

Feloniously receiving stolen goods, 3 
Found concealed with intent to steal, 
after a previous conviction for 
felony, - - - - 2 

Forcible robbery, - - 1 

House robbery, - - 2 

Housebreaking and robbery, - 5 

Infanticide, - - - 1 



Killing Sheep, - 
Larceny from person, 

Larcenj'-, - 

Larceny after former conviction for 



felony, - - - . 98 

Larceny from shop, - _ t 

Manslaughter, - - . j 

Murder, - - „ 7 

Receiving stolen goods, - _ 20 

Robbery from the person, - . ”2 

Sacrilege, - - . J 

Stealing, - - - . jo 

Stealing from the person, - - 15 

Stealing fowl, - , . j 

Stealing- sheep, - - _ 1 

Subsequent felony, - - - 13 

Uttering base coin, - - ,3 

Vagrancy, - - - - 3 

Wounding with intent to murder, - 1 

Total, - - - 436 



Estimated Value of Prisoners’ Labour for the year ended 31st December, 
1866. 



How employed. 


Average 
No. of 
Prisoners 
omployod daily. 


Estimated 
Valuo of the 
Work per- 
formed. 


Sewing and knitting (Prison materials), 




£ s. d. 
224 12 1 


Sewing for customers (54,558 shirts made), 
Washing prison clothing, bedding, &c., 

„ for Mountjoy Male Prison, - 

„ for Smithfield Prison, - 


1 25* \ 


524 11 9 
662 6 6 
212 19 5 
26 19 10 


„ for Government Prisons’ Office, 
„ for some Officers of the Prison, 


I 1 


8 19 3 
18 11 9 


Cooking, nursing, cleaning prison, picking fibre, in 
the garden, and monitresses in the schools, for 303 






V 67*579 


682 10 11 


working days, at 8 d. per day, 


) 




Total, - 


420*903 


2,361 11 6 



Daily average number of prisoners in custody during the year, - 462-609 
. Per-centage on prison population working, - 90-996 

,, „ „ in punishment, - 2*488 

,, „ ,, sick or infirm, - 6*516 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 



37 , Fitzwilliam-square, 
January, 1867. 

Sir, — T he sanitary state of this prison during the past year is shown 
in the following tables : — 



Number of patients in hospital on 1st January, 1866, - - 32 

Number admitted to hospital during the year, - - - 378 



Total, 



- 410 



Discharged during the year, - - - - 37 S> 3g3 

Died, - - - - 5> — _ 

Remaining in hospital on 31st December, 1 866, - 27 
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Number and Causes of Deaths during the year. 



1 6 
« 


Initials 
of Name. 


Received in Prison. 


Admitted to 
Hospital. 


Date of Death. j 


Disease. 


1234 


M.J. 


16 Jan., 1863, 


2 Feb., 1806, 


21 March, 1866, 


Heart disease and bron- 
chitis. 


1528 


A.F. 


2 April, 1866, 


12 June, 1866, 


21 June, 1866, 


Pulmonary consumption. 


3171 


J.N. 


23 July, 1863, 


3 June, 1806, 


27 July, 1866, 


Pulmonary consumption. 




M.K. I 


25 Nov., 1861, 


3 Max-ch, 1665, 


17 Alls?. , 1S6B, 


Phthisis. 


1238 


B.F. 


18 Jan., 1863, 


16 March, 1866, 


8 Nov., 1866, 


Phthisis. 



Convicts transferred to Dundrum Lunatic Asylum during the year. Mountjot 



« 


Initials 
of Name. 


Received in 
Prison. 


Date of conviction. 


Where 

convicted. 


Convic 

Date sont PRISOI 

to Asylum. 

Medical 


1501 


C. R. 


11 Sep., 1861, 


4 Sept., 1861, 


Dublin, 


Officer's 
1 Feb., 1866. Report. 


616 


J. C. 


20 Oct., 1859, 


10 Oct., 1868, 


Co. Cork, 
Kilkenny, 


10 Feb., 1866. 


1443 


B.F. 


12 July, 1865, 


27 June, 1865, 


5 Mar., 1866. 
29 May, 1866. 


1300 


B. F. 


29 Apr., 1864, 


21 Apr., J864, 


Co. Limerick, , 


1281 


B. M‘D. 


8 Apr., 1864, 


2 Apr., 1864, 


Co. Sligo, 


30 May, 1866. 


1304 


C. R. 


10 May, 1864, 
8 Nov., 1864, 


3 May, 1864, 


Dublin, 

Co. Tipperary, 


SO May, 1866. 


1376 


M. M. 


25 Oct", 1864, 


7 Dec., 1866. 



Diseases of those admitted 


to Hospital during the year. 






Rheumatism, 


- 


- 


- 


15 


Bilious attacks. 


- 


13 


lumbago, - 


- 


- 


- 


7 


Plem-odynia, 


- 


9 


Disease of knee joint, 


- 


- 


6 


Pleuritis, - 


- 


11 


Spinal disease, 


- 


- 


. 


3 


Icterus, - 


- 


2 


For observation, 


_ 


_ 


. 


10 


Ulcers, - - - 


- 


7 


Debility, - 


- 


- 


- 


17 


Hysteria, - 


- 


6 


Bronchitis, - 


- 


_ 


- 


16 


Gouorrhcea, 


- 


9 


Feverish, 


. 


_ 


- 


19 


Chlorosis, - 


- 


5 


Diarrhoea, - 


_ 


_ 


- 


42 


Sprains, - 


- 


3 


Colic, 


_ 


> 


. 


21 


Fever, - 


- 


4 


Gastrodynia, 


_ 


- 


- 


13 ; 


Htemorrhoids, 


- 


3 


Scurvy, 


- 


_ 


_ 


14 


Syphilis, - 


- 


8 


Abscess, 


- 


_ 


- 


11 


Indigestion, 


- 


6 


Anthrax, 


- 


- 


_ 


0 


Ophthalmia, 


- 


5 


Phthisis, 




- 


. 


17 


Pleuro-pneumonia, 




3 


Cardiac disease, 


. 


_ 


. 


6 


Amenorrhcca, 


- 


7 


Parturition, 


_ 


_ 


. 


4 


Burns, - 


- 


3 


Sore eyes, - 


- 


_ 




14 


Erysipelas, - 


- 


6 


Palpitation and heart disease. 


. 


7 


Scrofula, - 


- 


11 


Asthma, 














— 


Epileptic, - 


- 


- 


- 


5 


Total, 


- 


378 



Number of extern patients treated in the cells and wards of the prison, 5,138 
Number of visits paid to punishment cells, - - - - 313 



In referring to the above tables, it affords me much pleasure to be 
in a position to state, that notwithstanding the considerable amount of 
illness with which we had to deal, and the serious epidemics with which 
the city was visited during the latter months of the year, the number of 
deaths in the prison, from all causes, during the entire year, amounted 
to hut five, being one-half of the mortality for the preceding year. All 
pf these deaths, as will be seen, occurred from diseases in themselves 
incurable, and were in no way attributable to any defect in the sanitary 
state of the prison. Anticipating the advent of cholera, 1 directed, 
with your sanction, temporary alterations in the prison dietary, and 
other arrangements, which were faithfully earned out, and although 
the disease appeared with much virulence in the adjoining prison, 1 am 

D 
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happy to state that w§ had not one case of Asiatic cholera, although. for 
a time numerous and alarming cases of choleraic diarrhoea occurred 
amongst the officers and prisoners, which happily all terminated 
.favourably. I attribute much of our good fortune in this respect to the 
admirable manner in which cleanliness is carried out throughout the 
prison, and particularly in the hospital department. 

In my last report I spoke strongly of the necessity for erecting a new 
range of punishment cells, and my reasons then mentioned remaining 
still in full force, I am happy to see that progress is being made to 
supply the prison with this most important want. 

Seven prisoners were sent to the 1) undrum Lunatic Asylum during 
the year, most of whom showed symptoms of unsoundness of mind on 
their reception in the prison, and in no ease could it he said that 
insanity was produced by the prison discjpline. 

I regret to say that amongst a class of the prisoners punishments were 
unavoidably very frequent, and in some cgses appeared to do but little 
good towards their reformation. It is pleasing, however, to observe 
that the conduct of the great majority lias been everything that could 
be desired. When arrangements shall be completed, whereby suit- 
able punitive discipline can be properly carried out, which can only be 
done when the new cells are built, I look forward to a great amelio- 
ration in the condition of this unhappy class of the prisoners. They 
are separately visited daily by me when undergoing punishment, with 
which I interfere as little as possible, at the same time that care is taken 
that their mental condition or physical strength should not suffer by it. 

I cannot conclude my remarks without expressing my warm approval 
of the zeal and diligence of the Matrons attached to the hospital, and, 
indeed, as far as my observation goes, of all the other departments of 
the prison. The amount of extra diet and hospital comforts allowed 
may appear large, blit it must be recollected that many of the prisoners 
are delicate, and several of a scrofulous habit, requiring from time to 
time an extra amount of animal food, apd, in rare cases, even stimulants; 
every such allowance is given by my order, after a special investigation 
of the case. 

Having in my former reports alluded to all matters which I deemed 
pf importance in my department, it does not now occur to me that I 
should make any further observations. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Awly Banon, Medical Superintendent. 

P. J. Murray, esq., 

Director of Government Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

35, Nelson-street, February, 1867. 

Sir, — All, so far as I am concerned, goes on satisfactorily at the Mount- 
joy Female Prison, as usual. Nothing has occurred during the past year 
requiring any remark from me. My duties, and my procedure, in the 
discharge of them, have been laid before yon fully in my former reports. 

I am your obedient servant, 

David Stuart, Protestant Chaplain. 

To P. J. Mqrray, esq.. 

Director, Convict Prisons. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS’ REPORTS. Momuor 

1 EMALE 

55, Eccles -street, 2nd January, 1867. 

g TR During the few months that have elapsed since the duties of — 

Chaplain of Mountjoy Female Prison devolved upon me, I am happy to gg” 
report that I uniformly received every courtesy and attention from ckiplaM. 
the various officers in charge of the prison. _ Report,. 

I have found the prisoners, in general, docile when spoken to with 
words of charity and kindness ; they were also attentive to their various 
spiritual duties, and fervent in approaching the Holy Sacraments. 

My chief duties were confined to the chapel and hospital. The 
matrons who had tire chapel in charge were ' invariably diligent and 
attentive. The administration of the hospital, and the assistance 
afforded in it to the sick prisoners, I consider deserving of the highest 
commendation. • 

I had occasionally to visit the penal ward. Notwithstanding the 
kind attention of the matron in charge, I could never visit it without 
pain and regret, and I am persuaded that it is both physically and 
morally destructive to its inmates. 

Most of the prisoners with whom I had occasion to treat were well 
instructed as to their religious duties. This I consider to be in part 
owing to the excellent schoolmistresses who are employed in the prison, 
and in part to the kind visits and lessons of the religious ladies, the 
Sisters of Mercy, whose zeal and charity to the prisoners are beyond 
all praise. 

I have the honour to remain, your obedient servant, 

Patrick F. Mohan, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

To P. J. Murray, esq., 

Director of Government Prisons. 



Mountjoy Female Prison. 

1st January, 1867. 

Sir,— I have been looking over my reports, nine or ten in number. 
They are favourable to the prisoners, and highly so to those having 
charge of them. The duties of this prison, it is clear, have been at all 
times well performed. The zeal of many of the matrons is creditable, 
and wisely directed by the superintendent. Moral responsibility is not 
forgotten here. The matrons report the violation of rule, not for 
sake of reporting, but for the safety of the prisoners. The violent are 
punished or restrained. Considering the number in prison, the 
violent — not including the insane — are few. I am ever happy when I 
heartliatthe poor female, unaccountable for her deeds is, in accordance 
with medical decision, to he removed from prison to an asylum, where 
the proper care and necessary treatment await her. Some matrons 
are remarkable for the maintenance of discipline in their classes. They 
are aware of the want of much mind in the unhappy creatures intrusted 
to their care, and deal with them accordingly. In no other way do 1 
account for the wonderful influence of such deserving officers. From 
the hands of such matrons — sometimes Protestant — prisoners come 
with serene minds and penitent hearts to be prepared for the Sacra- 
ments, and instructed in saving truth. In affording them instruction. 
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Modntjot I have endeavoured to fill their minds with a desire for a life of virtue • 
Convict 1 518,70 e3! P laine<1 tlle Principles of moral conduct ; I have expounded 
Prison, the tenets of our faith, and have remarked that where living faith is 

there is charity, and where charity is there is a loving-kindness for 

CbtZc tll0se of ot5lel ' creeds - You r °j°i oe me in tlle peace of the prison, 
Chaplain? and in the good feeling in general among its officers. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, your very faithful servant, 

Luke Dempsey, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 

The Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Praby- PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

terian 

Mount] oy Female Convict Prison, 
35tli December, 1 866. 

Sir, — T he past year has not furnished any new features in the duties 
of my position entitled to special notice in my annual report. In due 
course, several of the prisoners who were under my charge left for the 
Kefuge, where also I visited them and gave them suitable advice and 
encouragement. One has gone to a situation, in which, so far, she is 
giving satisfaction. Two others hope to return to their friends on the 
expiration of their term. A prisoner who had been sent there, from 
waywardness of temper had to be sent back during the year ; and on 
the expiration of her term of imprisonment I was able, through the 
kindness of a friend who felt an interest in her, to send her to America, 
where, it may be hoped, the absence of associations of evil will render 
it easier for her to return to the path of honesty. During the year, the 
clemency of His Excellency was exercised on behalf of a prisoner 
whose health was hopelessly bad, and she was allowed to return to her 
friends. And finally, a French subject, employed in service in this 
country, unfortunately led into crime, and convicted, and who has been 
a very intelligent and exemplary prisoner, has in due course gone to the 
Kefuge. 

Almost the only thing of which I have had to complain during the 
year has been vacillation on the subject of religions profession. It is 
too much the tendency with the prisoners to regard a change of reli- 
gious profession as the best and strongest expression of dissatisfaction, 
no matter from what cause this dissatisfaction may arise. This impres- 
sion is so contrary to all right ideas of what the nature of religion is, 
and the capricious changes founded upon it are so subversive of all 
right discipline, that I have found it necessary to refer such cases to 
you, and with such effects that I trust trouble on this point will be less 
frequent in future. 

I have the satisfaction once again of reporting the cheerfulness, 
promptness, and cordiality with which every person connected with the 
prison has afforded me facilities for the discharge of my duties. 

I am, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

J. Hall, d.d., Presbyterian Chaplain. 

£0 the Director. 
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SCHOOLMISTRESS'S REPOET. M p °™° Y 

Mountjoy Female Prison, Convict 

1 5tli January, 1867. 1US0N ‘ 

g [Plj In compliance with your instructions, I have the honour of School- ^ 

submitting my report on the educational department of this prison for ™eporU \ 
the year ending 31st December, 1 800. 

The school is open for the instruction of prisoners six hours daily, 
viz. from eight to eleven, a.m., and from two to five o’clock, p.nr„ during 
the summer half-year. In winter the hours are from a quarter to nine 
to half-past eleven, a.m., and from two to five, p.m. 

This division of the teachers’ time, whilst harmonising on the one 
hand with the disciplinary arrangements of the prison, on the other 
economises the teaching power of the teachers, and consequently increases 
their efficiency; for I consider six hours’ hard and continuous teaching to 
he too great a tax on the energies of any one, however physically strong. 

By the above arrangement each prisoner receives one hour’s instruction 
every day, and the teachers, after three hours’ relaxation in the middle 
of the day, return with fresh vigour to their onerous, laborious, and, let 
me hope, useful duties. 

The daily average attendance during the year has been 357, and the 
number admitted was 98. Of the latter, the majority were lamentably 
ignorant, not only of the simplest elements of education, but also of 
their duties to God, to society, and to themselves. To have success- 
fully dealt with such an all but impenetrable mass of ignorance required 
the most persevering energy and unremitting attention on the part of 
the teachers. The innate mental inactivity so characteristic of the gene- 
rality of prisoners, coupled with their unwillingness to apply themselves 
when they first enter the prison, are obstacles which very much retard 
their progress for the first two or three months. These obstacles must 
first be overcome, and the many objections and prejudices which nearly 
all prisoners have to education must be refuted and removed before any 
visible progress can be made by them. However, I am glad to be able 
to report that the cloud which enveloped the minds of the prisoners on 
admission is gradually passing away under the influence of the instruc- 
tion they are receiving, and I have reason to believe that their progress 
in school is generally marked by a corresponding improvement in the 
other departments of the prison. 

The branches taught are chiefly reading, writing, and arithmetic, and 
in these the progress of nearly all has been very considerable during 
the year. Many prisoners, wholly illiterate on admission, can now 
read with tolerable ease, fluency, and judgment. Some of the old women 
apply themselves with great diligence until they are able to read their 
book of prayer ; but once this desirable object is accomplished they 
relax their energies, stating that they know enough now and are per- 
fectly satisfied as far as the school is concerned. Hence it is that I 
always find great difficulty in teaching arithmetic, not only to this but 
to almost every class of prisoners whose great ambition is to learn to 
read and nothing more. This difficulty I endeavour to obviate by first 
teaching them to calculate their own earnings, and in doing so I avail 
myself of the opportunity to clearly explain to them the “ mark system,” 
and how they are to qualify themselves at the earliest period for removal 
to the refuges, to which they look forward with the greatest anxiety and 
desire. In this way they are taught to see the importance and practical 
utility of a knowledge of arithmetic, even in their own every-day trans- 
actions. I have always considered a knowledge of arithmetic to be of 
the greatest importance to prisoners, not only on account of its great 
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use in the ordinary affairs of life, but also as regards its indirect 
results in quickening their apprehension and strengthening their judg- 
ment. 

Nearly all the prisoners, except those incapacitated by weak sight 
or other physical or mental defects, have made very satisfactory progress 
in writing. At first considerable difficulty is experienced in inducin'* 
them to try to learn to write ; but when their diffidence is once over- 
come, they soon begin to see and to appreciate the progress they have 
made, and, accordingly, feel an interest in making still further progress. 
In teaching this subject care is taken to enable the prisoners to write a 
fair open hand, and to read and understand what they write. Under 
this, head, I have every reason to be satisfied with the improvement 
made during the year. 

Geography, though subordinate in importance to reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, is a subject which, when judiciously taught, proves 
highly interesting and instructive to prisoners. They always like to 
know something of the commercial productions of the different coun- 
tries — their exports and imports, their resources, the customs and 
manners of the people, &c. ; and when instruction on this subject is 
being given, the teachers encourage the prisoners to give their 
opinions freely on the different questions, and in this way a lively 
interest in the subject is created, food is given for the mind, and they 
are taught to acquire a habit of thinking, which to them is most im- 
portant, as I believe that many of them are now suffering penal 
servitude because they did not, or perhaps could not, reflect sufficiently 
upon the consequences of their crimes before they committed them. 

I feel much pleasure in being able to report that a great change 
for the better has been wrought in the minds and dispositions of the 
prisoners through the agency of the moral and intellectual training 
they have got during the year, and on the whole they have responded 
to the efforts made to improve them with diligence and earnest thank- 
fulness. 

The teachers always take care to impress the prisoners with the 
belief that knowledge has its duties as well as its privileges, and that 
as it increases they are expected to conform more strictly to all the 
rules of the prison, and to improve in industry and good conduct in 
every department. Instruction of this character is given incidentally, 
and has always been very efficacious in encouraging prisoners to enter 
upon and persevere in a steady and industrious course of conduct. 

The demeanour of the women while under instruction was most 
respectful, and their conduct, with few exceptions, was very satis- 
factory in school, only thirteen prisoners having been expelled there- 
from for misconduct during the year. This number is small having 
regard to the restraints which prison discipline suddenly imposed 
upon passions never before perhaps controlled or subjected to reason 
or religion. 

From the other teachers I have at all times received the usual 
zealous and efficient co-operation. In conclusion, I feel bound to 
gratefully acknowledge the kindness and courtesy I have received 
from Mrs. Lidwill, the superintendent, and to thank her for the kind 
manner in which she encouraged and supported me in the discharge of 
my duties. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Mary Dwyer, Head Schoolmistress, 
The Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle, 
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SMITHFIELD AND LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISONS. s«uh- 

1'IELD AND 

Lusx 

Interme- 
diate 

Prisons. 

These institutions produce the usual satisfactory results ; hut I m ~ r . s 
find nothing of importance to record relating to them. Report. 

The number of convicts received into Smithfield during the 
year was below the average ; and this decrease must he expected, 
as sentences of penal servitude under five years are abolished, until 
after January, 1868, when convicts sentenced under the Act of 
1861 will be eligible for transfer from the ordinary convict 
prisons to the intermediate establishments. 

The Chaplains’ annual reports are very favourable. I have 
always considered the reports from these gentlemen of great 
value, as the convicts in the intermediate prisons are in a much 
less artificial state of existence than convicts in the edrlier stages, 
and have many opportunities of showing whether they are good 
men or only good prisoners. 

The Medical Superintendent has been most attentive during 
the year, and his annexed annual report is very satisfactory. 

The annual report, annexed, of the Superintendent shows the 
condition of the Smithfield and Lusk Prisons, and gives a . satis- 
factory account of the conduct of the officers, and of the discipline 
of the convicts. 

ill-. Organ, the Inspector of Released Convicts in the Dublin 
District, gives in his three annexed annual reports, the results of 
Ms labours during the year. They are as satisfactory as usual, 
and the fact that none of the men under his inspection have 
become tainted with disloyalty is, in the highest degree, a matter 
of congratulation to him and to all who are interested in the 
well-being of those who are, or who have been, licence-holders. 

Mr. Dwyer has discharged the duties of his office during the 
year ; but I have thought it necessary to recommend that a store 
clerk should be appointed, and the suggestion has been approved, 
to take effect from the close of the present financial year. 

At the Lusk Prison farm, under the care of Principal Warder 
Gunning, and of Mr. Gallagher, the Superintendent of Drainage, 
matters work in a very favourable way. The convicts are easily 
controlled, and they labor well and willingly at the various farm- 
ing operations earned on. 

The school is carefully attended to by Warder Daly, and the 
progress made by the convicts under liis instruction is very 
creditable both to him and to them. , 

The buildings at Smithfield and the iron huts at Lusk are in 
good repair. 

The expenses of the two establishments have been of the or- 
dinary necessary kind, and are set forth in the annexed tabular 
statement. 

Patrice Joseph Murray, 

Director. 
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PKOTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

29, Trinity College, Dublin, 
January 22nd, 1807. 

Respected and dear Sir, — Since the elate of my last report nothin? 
Protestant lias occurred requiring special remark from me. Divine service has 
Chaplain's been regularly performed, and the Sacrament duly administered in the 
Report. prison chapel. The last year was no exception to other years as regards 
the conduct of the prisoners. I have often noticed with commendation 
the respectful, orderly, and apparently devout conduct of the men as 
well during divine service as at the weekly visits of my esteemed and 
zealous colleague, the Rev. Mr. Jordan, and of myself. I sincerely 
believe that the majority, if not all the prisoners under our charge, have 
determined to lead a new life when liberated, and to earn their bread 
in industry and honesty. We had not even once occasion to adminis- 
ter rebuke, and our ministrations are a real source of pleasure and 
profit to .us. 

During the last, as in all preceding years, I have met with cordial 
co-operation from all the officers of the prison. On all occasions the 
Governor, Mr. Bradfield, zealously seconded our efforts, and greatly 
facilitated our work. The warders, and especially Mr. Latimer, have 
at all times been most attentive, and the authorities of the prison have 
been actuated by the sole desire to do their duty kindly, firmly, and 
efficiently. 

The longer I am acquainted with the working and management of 
the convict prisons, the more I appreciate the wisdom which established 
them. For the sake of the criminal population of this kingdom it is 
to be regretted that all the prisons in Ireland are not placed under the 
same management, and under a system which seeks not the mere 
punishment of a criminal, but his reformation. 

I have the honour to he, with great respect, yours faithfully and 
obediently, 

George B. Wheeler, a.m., Chaplain of Smithfield Prison. 

To the Director of Convict 
Prisons, Ireland. 



Smith- 
field and 
Lusk 
Interme- 
diate 
Prisons. 



Homan HOMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Catholic 

R^ort" 13 St. Paul’s, Arran-quay, 

15th January, 1867. 

— I have the honour to submit my report on the Smithfield 
Intermediate Prison. 

The short period oi my chaplaincy prevents me from making any 
lengthened observations on the moral condition of the prisoners, or 
the apparent effects of the discipline. I have made it my special care 
to know those prisoners who were soon to be discharged, and to impress 
upon them the necessity of persevering in a good life, as they value 
their happiness here and hereafter. They seemed, by their conversa- 
tion and manner, to be men who had learned a severe lesson — men, 
whom the influence of religion, and the effects of the discipline had 
thoroughly changed, and who were determined to become good mem- 
bers of society. 
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of Convict- Prisons in Ireland. 

As the influence of religion must ho ever paramount in the reforma- Smith- 
tion of the criminal, it is cheering to know that separate chapels, an rI L^™ 
object so long desired, will soon he granted. Inteme- 

Tlie demeanour of the prisoners during instruction and divine service, 
was most respectful and edifying. The attention of the officers of the 

orison and their willingness to assist me, as far as they can, are beyond Roman 
’ Catholic 

all praise. Chaplain'S 

I am, Sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, Report. 

Abraham Plunkett, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Pr „y r 

, tenon 

37, Montpeher-hill, Dublin, Chaplain's 

January, 1 867. Report. 

Sxu, It becomes my duty to furnish my report on the Stnithfield 

Intermediate Prison for the year 1866. I have little to add to my 
former reports as to the efficient working of the Irish convict system, 
and the success which continues to mark the mode of preventive and 
reformatory discipline which is observed. 

I have been enabled to discharge my official duties with undisturbed 
regularity; and have rejoiced to observe the far more than ordinary 
attention which has been given to my ministrations ; of inattention I 
have had no reason to complain. The prisoners are clean, respectful, and 
orderly, and in many instances evince gratitude for the interest taken 
in their welfare. 

All the officers are ever found at their posts, not only doing then- 
duty, hut doing it in a spirit which shows sympathy with all who are 
labouring to perfect the discipline pursued. 

Though no part of my duty to do so, I have occasionally gone through 
the prison, and noted with what regularity and orderliness every depart- 
ment is attended to. 

I am. Sir, yours truly, 

S. G. Morrison, 

Chaplain, Smithfield Intermediate Prison. 

P. J. Murray, esq. 



MEDICAL OEEICER’S REPORT. Mfeal 

Officers 

5, Cavendish-row, Dublin, Iie P 0Tt - 
8th January, 1867. 

Sir, — X have the honour of submitting the usual annual report of the 
sanitary condition of Smithfield and Lusk Government Prisons during 
the past year. 

During that period 65 patients were admitted into the prison hospital . 
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at Smithfield, of whom 4G were from Smithfield Prison itself and iq 
from Lusk. These patients suffered from the following diseases •— 



Accidental injuries, - 
Bronchitis, - 
Diarrhoea, 

Dyspepsia, - * 

Heart Disease, 
Inflammation of the knee, 
Lumbago, 

Ophthalmia, - 
Pneumonia, - 
Pulmonary consumption, 
Rheumatism, 

Rupture, 

Simple fever, 

Stricture of the urethra, 
Tape-worm, - 
Tumour, 

Ulcer, 



Smithfield. Lusk. 
3 l 

7 1 

- 14 1 



Total. 

4 

8 

15 



1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 



1 

I 



1 

1 1 

1 

1 5 

1 
1 

1 3 

1 

11 18 

1 1 

1 1 

1 
1 



There was no death among these patients, all of whom were dis- 
charged from hospital either cured or as much relieved as the nature of 
their respective cases permitted. 

The sanitary condition of Smithfield Prison was excellent np to the 
latter part of the year, when the prevalence of malignant Asiatic cholera 
m the district in which that establishment is situated caused me much 
anxiety themore so as we had there at tile same time a number of casesof 
iaimcea, some of them so severe as to require hospital treatment. 

anges were made in the dietary, proper sanitary measures were 
adopted, and, above all, suitable medicines, ready made up, were 
placed m the hands of Hospital Warder Latimer, a most intelligent, 
zealous o&cer, who at once administered them when required, pending 
my seeing the patient. By these means, although several of the cases 
presented features of severity, none of them assumed the character of 
cnoiera. I consider our fortunate exemption from this dreadful, hut 
o a great extent preventable, disease to have been much conduced by 
le rigorous cleanliness maintained in every part of the prison by Mr. 
Dradfceid and the officers under his control ; also to their attention to the 
quality and cooking of the food, and to the clothing, bedding, and 
general comfort of the prisoners ; and lastly, to the fact that throughout 
e year he sewers, water-closets, &c., were carefully looked afcer, and 
no nmsances were allowed to accumulate in any part of the establish- 

The compounding of the medicines was managed by Mr. E. P. B. 
aic with exactness and economy. Much inconvenience having been 
experienced by him and by the prison officers from the situation of the 
pharmacy, you kindly sanctioned the removal of the pharmacy fittings 
to an unused room id the front yard. Tills? will be accomplished by 
prison labour, and will be a great convenience and saving of time to all 
parties eoieerfted. The foriner pharmacy room will he fitted np as a 
quarter far sick prison officers, for which it is eminently suited. 

Ifie Health of the officers and prisoners at Lusk during the year has 
. n mttremely good, as will be seen by the very small number of 
prisoners from Lusk treated in the Smithfield Hospital. The neces- 
sary comforts of the prisoners at Lusk have been admirably attended 
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to by the principal warder, Mr. Gunning, and the other officers. There Smith- 
has, however, been a good deal of sickness among the families of the FI ^^ ND 
Lusk officers. . Interme- 

Tke “ Moule” system of drying and deodorizing the night-soil at diate 
Lusk, by means of the coal ashes, and of thus converting those refuse Prisons - 
matters into a valuable manure (described at length in my report for Medical 
the year 1865), continues to work most satisfactorily. Officer's 

The general tone and morale of the prisoners during the past year Iic P ort - 
have been admirable. I have not seen a single ease of malingering ; 
on the contrary, several prisoners suffering from slight attacks, whom 
I was inclined to send to hospital, begged of me to “ cure them outside,” 
so as not to interrupt their attendance in the workshops, and, of course, 
their earnings of gratuity. This was the more gratifying, taking into 
account the present improved condition of our hospital, which is now 
equal to any of the clinical hospitals of Dublin in necessary medical 
comfort. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Francis B. Quinlan, m.d., t.c.d., Medical Superintendent. 

To the Director of Government Prisons. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. Superin] 

dent's 

Smitlifield Intermediate Prison, Report. 

10th January, 1867. 

Sin, — At the close of the eleventh year of the working of the 
intermediate system in this country, I have the honour of submitting 
to you, as usual, my report on this and the Lusk Branch Prison. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been, with one ex- 
ception, very satisfactory. They have continued to evince an interest 
in the system, and in the welfare of the prisoners. 

I stated in my report for the year 1805, The greater length of the 
sentences now passed will of course tend to keep down our numbers 
for a year or two, as each man will have a longer term to serve before 
he will become eligible for this intermediate prison, but afterwards our 
average numbers will be again augmented, as the increased length of 
their sentences will cause the men to remain here much longer than 
hitherto.” The result has been as I anticipated. The number of 
prisoners committed to my charge has considerably diminished, and 
consequently the average numbers confined here and at Lusk. All 
this, as well as the numbers released, will be seen by referring to the 
statistics annexed. 

The convicts have been employed on an average ten hours daily — 
the tradesmen at their respective trades, and the labourers on the 
form at Lusk, except a few who were employed in the gardens attached 
to the Mountjoy Prisons. 

The average earnings, particulars of which are also given in the 
statistics annexed, are fully equal on an average to those of previous 
years. 

The buildings of this prison continue in a satisfactory state, and did 
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not require any considerable outlay, as many repairs were exwntM >. 
prison labour. While on this subject I may mention that a consf 
derable amount of work, such as carpentry, was performed here durin 
the year for the other convict prisons, particularly for the hiountio 
Male Prison, viz., erecting partitions, sheds, water-closets &c The? 
extra works were required in consequence of the great additional num 
her of prisoners confined there. I do not anticipate any consider^ 
alterations or repairs here during tho current year. 

The buildings at Lusk continue in good order aud condition 
There were no additional buildings, except privies for the prisoners’ 
which were erected on the “ Moulo" system, and which were stronriv 
recommended by the Medical Officer, who has stated that they “fore 
proved a complete success.” I may add that these privies have been 
most successful, and the soil procured therefrom has been turned to 
good account by the Agriculturalist. 

The farm at Lusk has proved most successful ; tho drainage of the 
whole common has been completed, and the entire is now actuallv 
under cultivation. Very fair crops have been raised during the year 
and, notwithstanding a most inclement season and precarious harvest 
weather, they were secured in good condition. The wheat brousht 
the highest average price at market. 

A laige stock is accumulating there, consequent on the rearing of 
young cattle. There were no losses by disease or accident and all 
were in a healthy condition. I do not anticipate any further expen- 
diture in the purchase of stock, as sufficient can be reared for dairy 
purposes, as well as some for sale. 



The conduct of the prisoners has been in general satisfactory; 
there were but three breaches of discipline, and these were only of 
the ordinary nature. 

There were no escapes nor attempts to escape from this prison ; and 
at imsk where they are employed in open fields, only one prisoner 
effected his escape. Another attempted to do so, but was missed a few 
minutes after he eloped, and was immediately pursued by an officer of 
the prison, who recaptured him (with the aid of a policeman) after a 
run of about two miles. 



The prisoner who escaped was subsequently retaken by the Con- 
stabulary at Drogheda, and recommitted to Mountjoy Male Prison. 

.. , e P 1 ? so . rie . rs w ko were selected from time to time as messengers 
lsc aiged their duties most creditably, not a single instance of irre- 
gu anty or attempt to introduce a prohibited article having occurred 
during the year. e 

It is, sir, a pleasing duty for me to report that discipline was never 
better maintained, both here and at Lusk, which is indeed highly cre- 
1 a e to the subordinate officers. The officer who misconducted 
iumseii was not engaged in any department where the discipline and 
good order of the prisoners conlcl he in any way interfered with. The 
goo ee mg and kind co-operation that exist amongst the superior olfi- 
ceis oubtless contribute materially to the maintenance of order and 
regularity m the establishments. 

The only change in the staff during the year was the resignation of 
ie ev. J. O Hanlon, Homan Catholic Chaplain, to whose great 
kindness and courtesy, coupled with his zealous attention to the 
spiritual wants of the prisoners committed to his charge, I feel bound 
J? P^i ^ , ® ar m y frupble testimony. He has been succeeded by the 
Hey. A, Plunkett, who is equally zealous, courteous, and kind. 
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I certify that the rules laid down for the government of these esta- 
blishments have been complied with, except in such cases as have been 
brought under the notice of a Director. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

W. Bradfield, Superintendent. 

The Director of Convict Prisons. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed, and disposed of, 
for one year, ending 31st December, 1866. 



In custody, 1st January, 1866, 


- 


115 


Keceived from Spike Island Prison, - 
Received from Mouutjoy Male Prison, 


- 143 

- 16 


159 


— 


Total, 


- 


274 


How disposed of: — 

Released on orders of licence, - 
Absolutely discharged, free pardon, - 


- 200 

- 2 




Removed to Mountjoy Male Prison, - 


- 4 


206 


In custody, 1st January, 1867, 


- 


68 



Ages on Reception of tlie Prisoners received during the year. 



18 years and under 20 years, - - 10 

20 ,, ,, 30 ,, - - 94 

30 ,, ,, 40 ,, ■ - 33 

40 „ „ 50 „ - 

60 ,, ,, 60 „ “ 11 
60 years, and upwards, - * 1 



Total, - - - 159 



Sentences of the Prisoners received during the year. 

3 years’ penal servitude, 

4 ,, »> 

6 ,» >> 

7 „ » 

8 commuted to 6 years’ penal servitude, 

10 years’ penal servitude, - “ 

14 commuted to 7 years’ penal servitude, 

15 years' penal servitude, - _ “ 

Life, commuted to 6 years’ penal servitude 

Total, 



7 

3 

5 

1 

3 

12 

1 

3 

16 



Chimes of 159 Prisoners received during the year. 

Arson, - 

Assault, grievous, 

,, malicious, 

,, and robbery, - 
Bigamy, - 

Burglary, - - - - 

„ and felony, 

„ and larceny, " " 

„ and robbery, - 



- 50 

- 31 

- 37 

7 

- 20 

3 

1 

6 

1 

_ o 



- 159 
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Cremes of 159 Prisoners received during the year — continued. 



Cattle-stealing, - 

Concealed in a house with intent to steal, 
Conspiring to cheat by ill practices, 
Cow-stealing, - 
Cutting and wounding, 

Palse pretences, - 
Felonious assault, - 
Feloniously wounding, 

Forgery, - 

Forgery of money order, - 
Highway robbery, - 
Horse-stealing, - 

„ and larceny, 

Housebreaking, - 

„ and robbery, 

Killing cattle with intent to steal, 
Larceny, - 

, , and former convictions, - 
,, from the person, - 
,, . and. receiving, 

Malicious injury to machinery, 
Manslaughter, - 
Military offences, - 
Perjury, - 
Rape, - 
Receiving stolen goods, 

Robbery in dwelling-house, 

„ from person, 

Sheep-stealing, - 
Stealing in dwelling-house, 

Subsequent felony, - 



4 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

21 

8 

9 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

3 

4 
1 

3 
9 

2 

4 



159 



Accocnt showing the value of Productive Labour of Prisoners for the year 
ending 31st December, 1866. 



Tailoring, - , ' 

Shoemaking, 

Carpentry and coopering, - 
Blacksmiths and nailers, - 
Tinsmiths, - 
Matmaking, 

Netmaking, 

Twenty prisoners, viz., la- 
bourers at the Mount joy 
Prisons, . fatigue work 
in this prison, pumping 
water, painting, white- 
washing, messing, cook- 
ing, cleaning prison, &c., 
&c., fifty-two weeks, at 
9s. per week, 

Forty-five labourers on the 
farm at Lusk, at general 
farm work, fifty-two 
weeks, at 9s. per week, - 

Total, 



£ 


s. 


d. 


159 


12 


2 


90 


12 


6 


90 


9 


0 


78 


14 


2 


32 


2 


0 


9 


10 


6 


11 


12 


3 



473 13 7 



1,053 0 0 



1,993 12 7 



Daily average number at Smitkfield, 5 1 
Do. do., Lusk, - 45 



Less sick. 



Total, 



Daily average! number of effective 
prisoners, - 



Average earnings of each effective pri- 
soner, £21 8s. 8tf. 
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LUSK PRISON. 



Smith- 
field AND 
Lusk 

PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. 

Lusk Vicarage, _ — , 

January 4th, 1807. 1 

g m X have much pleasure in hearing testimony to the excellent depart. 

arrangements ancl efficient management of Lusk Intermediate Prison 
during the past year (the first of my connexion with it as Protestant 
chaplain). I have found the prisoners placed under my charge uni- 
formly attentive to my spiritual instructions, delivered once a week in 
the prison ; few of them unable to read, many possessing considerable 
knowledge of Holy Scripture, and all attentive listeners, orderly and 
respectful. Several have been communicants at Lusk Church, where 
they attend Divine Service on Sundays. I trust that the seed thus sown 
may bear fruit unto eternal life ; and I think that the graduated system 
of penal servitude, in which Lusk Reformatory forms an essential step, 
is eminently as well as mercifully adapted to restore unhappy offenders 
to the self-respect which they had lost, to enable them to become here- 
after good and useful members of society, and, by withdrawing them 
from vicious associates, and substituting enforced habits of industry, 
with the encouragement to d(e well-conducted of pecuniary premiums, 
for the precarious gains of dishonesty, and for reckless idleness, to lay 
a good foundation for the operations of the clergyman, which may open 
their hearts to receive die blessed influences of the Holy Spirit, and 
the earnest admonitions of our gracious Redeemer, who willeth not that 
auy sinner should perish, but that he should turn from his sins and be 
saved. 

I feel much obliged to the chief warder, excellent Mr. Gunning, and 
the other worthy officials of Lusk prison, for the great courtesy and 
attention wjtli which they receive me when I visit the prison. 

I must not omit to repeat niy thanks due to the Directors for their 
prompt kindness in acceding to mv request, and providing a select 
library of useful and instructive hooks, to occupy the leisure horns of 
the prisoners under my care. 

I remain, Sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. Wrightson, Protestant Chaplain. 

To the Director of Convict Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Sir, — M y report for the last year varies very little from the preceding 
one. 

I can say that the persons appointed to superintend the prison dis- 
cipline, with extraordinary care and vigilance, carry out all the cashable 
objects of the institution, securing at the same time the respect ancl 
esteem of inmates for themselves. 

The produce of the land is wonderful, when we consider the kind of 
soil thth had to be cultivated* I have not seen such wheat or oats, in 
abundance or quality, in any part of this parish. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Augustine Canon Gostiqan, p.p. Lusk. 

The Director of the Convict prisons in Ireland. 
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LECTURER’S REPORT. 

Smith field, January 1, 1SG7. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit my eleventh annual report upon 
the Smithfield Intermediate Prison. 

During the past year 20*2 convicts have passed through the institution, 
some of whom settled down in Ireland, whilst others left the countiy, 
either in the capacity of sailors or emigrants. 

The system of intellectual training, as carried out in this institution, 
remains unchanged ; for from the outset I saw it was the only one 
which in my opinion was best suited to the mental and moral require- 
ments of the class of men with whom I had to deal, and you, sir, will 
agree with me, that results arising from the special and peculiar 
training which the men undergo have proved the soundness of its 
principles and the wisdom of its application. 

It was singularly fortunate for the men who have been brought under 
the reformatory system, as carried out in the Irish intermediate prisons, 
that I had, previous to my mission amongst them, spent nearly two 
apprenticeships superintending the adult education of the working 
classes of my native city, with whose habits, prejudices, and dispositions 
I had become well acquainted, as well as with the efforts made by them 
to keejj poverty from their homes. I had also learned by my everyday 
intercourse with them liow patiently and silently they submitted to 
those casual trials arising from want of employment or domestic 
affliction. Schooled, therefore, as I had been in the working-day world 
of the industrious poor, I was somewhat qualified for my new mission 
amongst those who strayed from their ranks into the ways of crime. 
Many have, under God’s Providence, been restored to the ranks of the 
honest poor, and many an erring and unkind son has returned to solace 
and support his parents in their declining years, and many a drunken 
and dissipated husband and father have atoned for the evil influences 
of their former bad examples. The most kindly feelings are evidenced 
by the men towards me, whether in prison or out of prison, and even 
by those who have sought homes and friends in foreign lands. In 
support of this, I beg your attention to the subjoined extracts from two 
letters recently received by me from two late inmates of Smithfield 



“Indian Grove, Now Year’s Day, 1867. 

“ Respect Friend, 

Gratitude due has told me that I long since should have written to you, hut 
circumstances had until now prevented from doing so. Now, perhaps you would like to 
hear something about this western country ; well, if so, I will try to satisfy your curiosity, 
and to be as short as possible in giving you an account of it. The man that can’t do well 
here need not go farther ; for if he do lie is doomed to disappointment. Unlike Ireland, 
the son of toil need not be idle in this place one hour — plenty of work and good pay ; by 
the way, we want no one else out here but the man who is willing to work — we want no 
idlers or scamps, it i3 not the place for such ; society will not countenance such in this 
place; we want the honest, sober son of toil, and such will in this place meet with every 
encouragement. I am still living with the same man with whom I was living when 1 
wrote you my first letter ; Michael is living at present only one mile from me; I found 
him out through your agency, for which I shall for ever feel grateful. I am inclined to 
settle down here for life if possible. If any of the young men of the College intends to 
emigrate I would say come out here, but don’t walk about until your money is all gone ; 
we call such persons loafers, and we pay them no respect. An American will not go wle; 
ho is trained from boyhood to work, and thereby the spirit of independence is instilled 
into him, so that he disdains to be dependent on another for sustenance; since I came into 
this State I have not seen one beggar man or woman ; every one seems to be up and doing. 
You will be glad wheu I tell you that perhaps it is once in half a year I taste whiskey; i 
is looked on as a crime in this place to get drunk. Now, perhaps you would like to know 
what way I am employed at present. I am living with a fanner ; this may startle you, 
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. , „n,rp S here for farm work iimouuts to £54 10s. per annum, with boar! and Smitu- 

wasUDK and the work for the most part of the year is very light Our family consists 

and the master, or boss, his wife, son, and one young lady; we live one mile j ^ 
tan tom, and in the edge of beautiful grove; a grove here signifies some hundreds of 
acres oTthnber land. This grove was, as its name implies, onee the property of the j, M 

S. here i s the prairie, in its wild uncultivated state; there is something awful, but 

l and Bloomy, in crossing these prairies; hero the deer in some parts is nearly sole Uelltr „; 
monarch of tho waste, while ills neighbour, the wolf, ranges the same wild domain ; then, fcpori . 
Tvou go still further west you begin to leave civilised lHe-.ndeed, if you go one S ate 
further you may say that you are beyond the bounds of civilization, for you will then 
tonin to fall in with Indians, and then you may look out; in conclusion, there is one thing 
certain the British Government shall never catch me again — that is all over now. 

Wishing vou and family long life and prosperity, 

" ls “ b ’ I remain yours gratefully, 

J. P. 



New York. 

Dear Mr. Origan, 

I am happy to inform you that I am going on well in this country ; I am 
working in the ralway at the brass finishing, and is liked by all the men; the fora™ 
tas a“°reat sweet on me; I go by the name of young duly, and I am coping up with the 
foreman's daughter; ho is intended to set me up in the brass business. . deer bn, will you 
ell Michael Hhishcy I have a good job for him when lie comes over to this country, taking 
rare of a fumis-constnnt employment and good wages. When i came to Hus country 
first I suffered a great dale, But thanks hit to God it is all over now , I have every 
prospect of becomin a rich man. I am minding my wort, and saving my for i 

Leid to go back to old ivoland in the coarse of a few years, and set up n strong shop. 
This is a fine country for a man that is willing and able to work; but we work 4 tunes 
harder in this country than we do in Ireland, but we are paid for our labour; it is no 
country for a man that can't work. B. B. hat to list ; D. W. is dooing well, dear 
friend , ^11 michael Hinshey that if I am not waiting for him-rny business might not 
allow me for to wait on him— he can come up to my lodgings and remain _ there un till I 
come to dinner, and then I will bring him up with me and get him the job along with 
mindi ng the funds for me. No more at present from your ever grateful friend, j ^ 

I still continue to deliver lectures to the men, speaking, as I always 
have done, in language simple, and, I believe, effective, and the subjects 
which I select for my discourses are such as strikes me to be interesting 
and instructive to my audience. The education the men receive m 
this and its sister establishment at Lusk is rendered as much as poss 
in harmony with their natures ; the great object being to make fliem 
new men, by giviug them new ideas and matter for thought during tire 
intermitting liours'of labour. I consider no trouble too great mrncul- 
catiug in their breasts the spirit of industry and self-dependence. Mid 
I never omit to impress them with the belief that if they help the 
selves in a good cause God will also help them. 1 speak to to. from 
time to time of the wondrous works of the Creator ; I toil , 1 

thing of the sky, earth, and ocean, always having m view the elevation 
of their minds and the moral redemption of !r a ^ s : f , 

As a general rule, prisoners released from Smithfield become useful 
and industrious members of society; and this is, m a grea > 

due to their being made to feel that after getting the first start m hones 
employment, they must mainly depend for success upon 
energy and conduct. They know that they are not to . expect J *ater 
sympathy in their trials than the honest poor; and I tell Ho and 
prisoner that he must be prepared to battle with life as they, , 
bear up against the vicissitudes and privations inseparable from toe 
lot. This, Sir, I contend should and ought to be the great object 
all reformatory treatment. Let criminals once think that 
entitled to sympathy and assistance under all circumstances, and y 
become the worst and most degraded class of hypocrites. 
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The importance of individualizing criminals whilst undergoing refer- 
matory treatment is too patent to need any comment from me. By 
individualization, we con only arrive at the cause or causes of every 
man’s crimes, and leam from the man’s own lips his past history and 
future intentions, the knowledge of which aids very much the efforts 
made for his future amendment. But I must here observe that, no matter 
how carefully individualization he carried out, the wisest and best 
judges of character will at times be deceived. Acquainted with the 
history of each man, as given by himself, and in possession of the 
information, as set forth in official records, relative to him, it is easy to 
see that the best steps can thus be taken for his amendment. By sueh 
a course one can best calculate what hopes exist for his future well- 
being. 

I have already stated that one of the great objects borne in view hy 
me is, to inculcate self-dependence as much as possible while the men 
are under training, and indeed, judging from the results which have 
sprung from my efforts in this respect, I have good reason to be thank- 
ful. Until we can implant self-dependence and active, honest desire 
for honest work in the hearts of our criminals, we must not allow 
ourselves to suppose that even the germs of reformation exist. 

The great majority of the men released from Smithfield have proved 
by their self-reliant and persevering efforts in struggling against temp- 
tations and casual poverty that they improved hy the training they had 
received. 

A system, the objects of which being to impress man with his 
ingratitude to his Creator, and his Creator’s mercy to him ; to animate 
him with the spirit of regret for the past, and that of hope for the 
future; to substitute industry for idleness, energy for indolence, manli- 
ness for dependence, honesty for dishonesty, and straightforwardness 
for hypocrisy. Surely such a system is not only applicable to erring 
Irishmen, but to the fallen ones of the whole human family. 

It may not he inopportune to draw your attention to the following 
letter which I received a short time since from Dr. Mowat, Inspector. 
General of Prisons, Bengal : — 

45, Arundel Gardens, Hotting Hill, W., 
November 8, 18G6. . 

Dear Sir, — A press of urgent occupation since my return to England has prevented 
my writing sooner to thank you for the copies of your address, lectures, and reports, and 
to express to you the very high estimate I formed of the success of your earnest and 
praiseworthy exertions in preventing the relapse into crime of the discharged convicts m 
Ireland. I have read most carefully your reports. I have visited Lusk and Smithfield, 
and in the latter institution I had the advantage of witnessing your plan of proceeding, 
and I have no hesitation in recording my belief, that to your exertions Is chiefly due the 
extraordinary freedom from a return to criminal life of those committed to your charge. 
The facts made known to me, and which are recorded in the Irish prison reports, are 
without parallel in any other country that I am acquainted with, and I consider your system 
to he well worthy of introduction in other parts of the British Empire. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

F. J. Mowat, m.d., 



James P. Organ, esq., 

Inspeotor of Released Convicts in Ireland. 



Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal. 



View the intermediate prison system from what point w.e may, we 
must be struck with its simplicity and cheered by its results, and we 
cannot too highly estimate tho great and lasting good it has exerted 
upon the convict and tho community. To me and to my fellow-workers 
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it is a consoling thought that our labours have borne good fruit, and Smith- 
tbat the God of mercy has condescended to assist us in bringing back FI Lusk ' 0 
bad and idle men to the pursuits of honest and persevering industry. Intemie- 
I still continue my voluntary Sunday visits to Smithfield, and address 

the men on some moral subject, and talk over matters affecting their * 

future line of conduct. Sundays and holidays bring no rest to me. I Lecturer's 
live and work with my whole heart for a system pregnant with great Rc P ort - 
good if honestly carried out. 

I should be ungrateful, indeed, were I to pass in silence the retire- 
ment of my late chief, Captain Wliitty, from the Irish Convict Service. 

To his counsels I owe much, indeed ; to his untiring zeal, and honest 
single-mindedness of purpose, and high sense of duty and honour, the 
convict system of Ireland is deeply indebted. Duty disregarded re- 
ceived his prompt censure, duty faithfully discharged was ever sure to 
meet his praise. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Jamies P. Orgajs. 



P. J. Murray, esq., Director. 



LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISON. 



LECTURER’S REPORT. 

Sir, — This little colony continues to prosper and progress under the 
watchful care bestowed upon it by the officers intrusted with its charge. 

Lusk is, indeed, a reformatory in the true sense of the word, and every 
year’s experience of its workings convinces me more and more of the 
happy changes wrought in the minds* and dispositions of the men brought 
together upon its plains to follow the practical and peaceful pursuits of 
agriculture. 

I have ever held that employment in the fields is far ana away more 
favourable to criminal reformation than that of the workshop, but I am 
ready to concede that both have borne fruit in this respect. 

The increased and increasing sums of money received for the agricul- 
tural produce of the farm, is the best index to its Rowing importance 
in a pecuniary point of view ; and even judging it in this light, it is to 
my mind a question entitled to some consideration, whether other such 
farms should be brought into existence throughout the sterile and yet 
unfilled districts of Ireland. But. sir, no matter how important the 
pounds, shillings, and pence bearing of the question maybe, I hold 
that the reformatory principles involved in the training which this little 
colony affords, is transcendent to all other considerations. There is 
not, nor can there be, a subject of greater importance to society than 
the reformation of the old and habitual offender, who, by the prevailing 
force of his example on the actions of others less vicious in heart, 
brought shame and sorrow into many an honest and happy home ; and 
you, sir, well know that the difficulty in reclaiming such men as pass 
through this and its kindred institution at Smithfield, can only be 
estimated by those acquainted with the former career of this degenerate 

To redeem the mischief these men have wrought is, no doubt, the 
mission of religion, the elevating and ennobling influence^ of which, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




08 



Thi rteenth A nn u al Repo rt of the Director 



Smith- under God’s blessing, is sufficient to raise the veriest criminal from 
** lJsk™ Rejection and despair. All then I, or any man in my position can do 
Iktebme- is to aid in directing, and if possible moulding, the minds of men to 
DiiiE he susceptible of its holy teaching of repentance which builds up the 
rsisotts. mins 0 f past virtue, the sacred and sustaining influence of hone which 
Lecturer's keeps the soul still afloat, even upon the waters of despair. 

Report. 

“The wretch condemned with life to part, 

Still, still on hope relies, 

And every pang that rends the heart, 

Bids expectation rise.” 



Now, sir, it appears to me that we can best aid the ministers of 
religion in their labours to reach tire hearts of men hardened by time 
and with minds warped by the dipling consequences of a long career 
of guilt, by proper educational and industrial training; As I have in 
previous reports entered fully into the system of education as carried 
out in the intermediate prisons, I shall at once pass to the industrial 
phase, which is the vital element in the reformatory training of the 
men upon the Lusk farm. 

Trained, before leaving the ordinary prisons, to habits of early rising 
personal cleanliness, sharp and strict attention to discipline, prompt 
obedience to orders ; and feeling, as they do, that they have been work- 
ing for the benefit of the Government principally for years back, they 
look for ward with, the greatest anxiety to the day on which they may 
be transferred to Lusk, when the most stupid-looking amongst them 
t0 . sa 3'» “ What can I do for myself?” Here then, sir, the spirit 
of self-reliance begins to awaken from a long sleep of years, or perhaps 
come forth into existence for the first time; and need I say that the 
importance of this noble quality in any man can be overestimated in a 
criminal . To the engendering of the spirit of self-reliance amongst 
them is to be attributed, in a great measure, their after success in life, 
and to it all other qualities of our nature must pay homage. 

High and noble indeed are the objects contemplated by the special 
and manly training carried out in this little colony, where bud and 
blade, flower and fruit, proclaim, even to the sluggish mind, the pro- 
vidence of nature’s God, and where man can best see that industry is 
the road to honesty and independence, and learn that patience and 
perseverance are his best weapons to wield in fighting life’s battle. 

The changes wrought in the minds, manners, and movements of 
the men by agricultural employment, become very marked after a short 
time, and the willing, cheerful manner in which the weakest and most 
inexperienced amongst them apply themselves to their tasks, is most 
encouraging. I can humbly say that the spirit of emulation which 
animates them even whilst engaged in the most slavish toil, is worthy 
of commendation, and has from time to time elicited the praise and 
ac miration of the nobility and gentry of the vicinity, who, I may observe, 
ook upon the little colony with an almost national pride, and as one 
ot the greatest moral triumphs of the age. Ten years have now elapsed 
since the soil of the bleak and barren common of Lusk was first dis- 
turbed from its primeval state by convict labour; and those who are 
acquainted with the past and present state of this large tract of country, 
will at once admit that the Lusk Prison Farm stands as a monument 
to the wisdom of those who suggested and sustained it, and a lasting 
ana enduring proof of what criminals, even of the worst type, can be 
induced to do when properly brought under the influence of moral 
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power- — a power to which the most degenerate heart will yield, and by Smith- 
which the tyrant himself is vanquished. ^usk™ 

My visits and my lectures are welcomed by the men, and I therefore, Interme- 
permit no weather to prevent me from appearing amongst them when djate 
expected. In the winter season I endure much hardship, and the men P luS0N S - 
of course a great deal more ; but when we meet, the thoughts of the Lecturer's 
past give way to the prospects and hopes of the future, which we all Report. 
fondly indulge in, reposing at all times our confidence in God’s mercy 
when we do our best to deserve it. The men attend their respective 
places of worship every Sunday in the village, and the clergy of both 
religious persuasions speak in gratifying terms of their respectful bear- 
ing and edifying conduct. Indeed we have every reason to be thankful 
for the fruits borne by the reformatory system as pursued in Lusk and 
Smithfield, and thankful also for the zealous and devoted class of officers 
under whom the system has so well worked. 

The brief sketch here given will, I hope, be sufficient to prove that 
the good work of criminal reformation is steadily and effectually going 
on, and to the success attending this good work, must, in a great 
measure, be attributed the success of the convict system in Ireland. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

James P. Organ. 

P. J. Murray, esq., & c., 

Director of Convict Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



Released 

INSPECTOR OF RELEASED CONVICTS’ REPORT. Convicts, 

Dublin 

Dublin District, 1st January, 1S67. District. 
Sir, — The system of supervision as carried out by me in the Dublin inspector's 
District continues to he attended with very cheering results. Report. 

When it is remembered that all discharged prisoners, no matter 
whether absolutely or conditionally, share alike of my assistance to 
help them when that assistance is necessary and deserved, the use- 
fulness of my position to the well-disposed but friendless of their class 
must appear clear; and, on the other hand, it is well known that 
when the evil-minded and indolent amongst them exhibit signs of 
returning to their former vicious ways, such indications are made 
known in the proper quarters, and they soon are made, to feel that 
they are placed under special notice of the police authorities. Thus, 

’ sir, society is benefited by a system of supervision which, whilst it 
qids the well-inclined discharged prisoner, leads to the prompt and 
speedy apprehension of the evil-doer. This is the kind of supervision 
that I considered essential from my first connexion with the Irish 
Convict Service, eleven years ago, and since then I have continued to 
carry it out, although the labours and anxiety consequent upon it have 
been by times rather too severe. Rut one feels little regret at hard 
work, provided that work is productive of good to his fellows ; and, 
judging from the extremely small number of relapses of my men in 
the Dublin District for the past eleven years (perhaps not fifty), and 
from the great numbers who have earned for themselves honest cha- 
racters and happy homes, I think it is not too much to say that 
some good has sprung from the efforts made to reclaim men once 
degraded and debased. _ ■ 

It is curious, but nevertheless true, that it is not upon the Dublin 
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market the city robbers depend for the sale of their stolen bootv 
the fruits of their plundering excursions are generally transferred f 
travelling accomplices, mostly assuming the vocations of pedler 
tinkers, or menders of umbrellas, who effect a ready sale in countn 
towns, or pledge them with great impunity in pawnbroknm shops in 
the provincial districts. City thieves, who heretofore associated in 
gangs, have almost entirely disappeared, for it is impossible for such 
combinations to exist where there is so perfect and well-organized 
system for the repression and detection of crime. Such gan^s have 
with one exception in Dublin, been broken up, and I believe even of 
that gang, but two males remain at large, and, I need not’observe 
their movements are marked. ’ 



. Tlie leader of this body of thieves was released on licence about 
eighteen months since, and immediately after his discharge his 
whiskers had been removed, and the appearance of the man changed 
in every way. He was soon joined by his friends from the country 
of whom I had some official knowledge. The leader was very anxious 
to leave the city upon a certain night, and his friends said they would 
leave Dublin too. I agreed, of course, insisting at the same time upon 
the leader and another, who was on licence, telling me where they 
were going to. Each gave a different destination, and indeed they 
did their best to impress me with the belief that they were leaving for 
different destinations. My suspicion was, however, aroused by° the 
fact of all leaving town by the same train. I thought it right to 
consult Thom's Almanac, and ascertain where a fair might be at the 
time m the direction they had taken. This done, I took the proper 
steps to have their departure from the city notified to the police sta- 
tioned in the town where the fair was to be held. Two of them were 
arrested for being drunk on the night of the fair— the leader was one 
of them. His licence, I need not say, was revoked, and society was 
fortunately deprived of his presence for upwards of a year. Since 
then I have been the means of making very salutary changes amongst 
some of his daring and desperate companions. I could instance 
many cases where, by timely and opportune action, the worst thieves 
have been defeated in their schemes, or promptly detected in their 
crimes. 

I should wish to bring under your notice, sir, another instance 
illustrating the good rendered to the public by my supervision, and it 
is this. One night, during the last winter, whilst on a tour of in- 
spection, I happened to .meet, two released convicts, of whom I never 
entertained a good opinion, either in prison or out -of prison. They 
endeavoured to evade me, but I followed them, and thus addressed 
them : “ Now, my men, you are bent on badness.” “ You,” said I to 

one, “have lately come from ; and, you,” said I to the other, 

‘ * lav ® an -’ived from * • They acknowledged I was right as 

regards the place they had come from, hut denied they contemplated 
* ie commission of crime. I did not believe the latter part of their 
statement, and I frankly told them so, observing at the same time that 
1 would make Dublin too hot for them ; and I lost no time in carrying 
out my promise. A robbery was committed a few nights afterwards 
with, which one of them was connected, and although he gave a 
fictitious name when arrested, he was soon identified, and sentenced 
to. seven years penal servitude. His comrade is now awaiting his 
rial, for a robbery committed in the vicinity where he resided previous 
to his last visit to Dublin. 

It is my pride and pleasure to be able to say in this, as in my report 
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for the previous year, that not one of my men has been known to be 
connected with the Fenian movement. I merely state the fact, and 
leave others to tell the reason why. Here then, sir, is a system of 
orison management within and without the convict gaols of Ireland, 
productive of the best results to society and the state, affording at the 
same time every opportunity and fair play to the released convict 
wishing to relinquish crime and take a place in the ranks of the in- 
dustrious and honest poor. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, your obedient servant, 

James P. Ohgan. 

P. J. Murray, esq., Ac., 

The Director of Convict Prisons. 



Released 

Convicts, 

Dublin 

District. 
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Statement of the Expenditure for the year ended 31st December, 1866. 



Heads of Service. 


Mountjoy 

(Males). 


Mountjoy 
(Females I. 


Smithfiold and 
Lusk. 


Spike Island 




£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d.| 


£ s. d. 


Salaries, principal officers and clerks, - 


1,735 


8 


3 


1,095 


0 


0 


949 


18 


4 


1,993 17 10 


Wages, subordinate officers & servants, 


3,471 


12 


9 


2,034 


18 


10 


601 


10 


0 


5,302 9 5 


Rations for officers and allowances in 
lieu thereof, - 


349 


12 


7 


399 


14 


6 


123 


11 


4 


768 16 2 


Uniforms for officers and servants, - i 


258 


19 


9 


132 


10 


10 


70 


12 


3 


583 1 8 


Victualling for prisoners, - - j 


2,359 


19 


10 


3,245 


17 


4 


1,026 


8 


7 


6,287 4 9 


Clothing, &c n for prisoners, 


628 


18 


5, 


686 


13 


7 


401 


4 


9 


1,535 3 3 


Bedding for prisoners, - 


28 


3 


2 


92 


3 


9 


13 


18 


2 


245 13 0 


Medicines and surgical instruments, - 


64 


14 


8 


120 


6 


3 


31 


0 


0 


97 2 11 


Medical comforts (extras for the sick), 


105 


6 


10 


120 


1 


5 


45 


6 


1 


97 17 11 


Clothing and travelling expenses of 
prisoners on liberation, 


30 


16 


3 


242 


3 


8 


*431 


0 


6 


197 19 0 


Gratuities to convicts, 


53 


1 


4 


505 


11 


7 


*1,164 


9 


9 


246 2 2 


Furniture and fittings, 


63 


15 


9 


58 


15 


3 


14 


12 


3 


14 8 7 


Kitchen utensils, crockery, cutlery, &c., 


22 


2 


11 


42 


7 


o 


11 


16 


G 


19 6 7 


Fuel and light, - 


741 


5 


4 


577 


4 


1 


88 


4 


10 


731 17 9 


Buildings and repairs, 


1,221 


14 


7 


612 


2 


0 


199 


3 


8 


276 9 2 


Washing, soap, scouring and cleaning 
articles, - 


136 


14 


11 


400 


10 


2 


40 


1 


11 


155 19 11 


Various small disbursements, - 


451 


0 


0 


131 


14 


4 


199 


17 


0 


226 15 4 


Rents, rates, and taxes, 


53 


16 


6 


96 


3 


5 


80 


6 


10 


100 0 0 




11,777 


3 


10 


10,593 


18 


2 


5,493 


2 


9 


18,880 5 5 



Tho great majority of the convicts aro discharged from Smithfiold Prison, and tlio gratuities which havo accumu- 
lated in other prisons are paid from this establishment, which accounts for this heavy expenditure. 

The expenditure of Mountjoy (Male) Prison has considerably increased this year, owing to the detention therein of a 
large number of untried Political Prisoners. 
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Eethen showing the Pkopoktion of Sick and Deaths to the appendix. 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859. 





1854. j 


1855. 


— 


Spike Island 
and 

Philipstovrn. 


A 

60 j 

•a 1 s 


fc a 

u i 


A 

0 

"H 

a 

1 


1 

£ 


"2 0 
LI 

og,& 

■a 3 
St At 


60 r. 

B 9 

til 

§ 


hi 

% B 

CO 


a 

J 


1 

£ 


No. of Prisoners, . 


2,290 


339 


556 


443 


3,628 


1,777 


488 


430 


452 


3,147 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . 


276 


25 


46 


21 


368 


203 


36 


65 


17 


321 


No. of Deaths, 


241 


6 


33 


9 


289 


101 


8 


31 


9 


149 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, . 


10-5 


1-8 


5-9 


2- 


8* 


5-7 


1-6 


7*2 


2* 


4-7 




1856. 


1867. 


— 


*2 c 

lit 

pa 
St s 


Cork 

and Grrango- 
gorman. 


» s 

111 
fc s 

m 


P 

1 

o 

3 


to 

£ 

1 

H 


Spike Island 
and 

Pliilipstown. 


A ^ 
111 
§y 


5 

<§r3 

S § B 
s 

CO 


p 

§ 

a 


1 

5 


No. of Prisoners, . 


1,619 


613 


199 


421 


2,852 


1,329 


686 


70 


357 


2,442 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . 


101 


42 


35 


16 


194 


67 


37 


6 


16 


126 


No. of Deaths, 


35 


11 


5 


3 


54 


34 


6 


2 


3 


45 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, . 


2-1 


1*8 


2-5 


•7 


1-9 


2*6 


•9 


2-9 


•8 


1-8 




1858. 


1859. 


— 


1 t 

3-S 

o P 

sS ^ 
St s 


•if 

II 


ft 




4 

o 

£ 


Spike Island 
and 

PhilipBtown. 


o 6 

fi 

s* 


2 

5 5 3 

i 

OT 


§3 

S3 

s 


1 

H 


No. of Prisoners, . 


1,003 


593 


97 


320 


2,013 


837 


464 


99 


293 


1,693 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . 


41 


41 


4 


12 


98 


32 


14 


3 


13 


62 


No. of Deaths, 


16 


12 


2 


3 


33 


11 


3 


- 


1 


15 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, 


1-6 


2* 


3-6 


0-9 


1*6 


1*3 


0-6 


- 


0-3 


0*9 
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Arp mix. Return- showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the wun 
1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, and 18G5. y 





18G0. 


1861. 




•d a 

§ I 

S' 5 * m 
o 5n 
n5 3 
a u ^ 
W Pi 


11 


SmifhScld 
and Lusk. 


k. 

o , 

H 

s ’ 


Totals, I860. 


Spike Island 
and 

Philipstown. 


Mountjov 

Female. 


il 

II 


II 

£<•=1 


Totals, lSGl.j 


No. of Prisoners, . 


783 


423 


105 


251 


1,562 


676 


394 


94 


205 


1,369 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . 


22 


17 


4 


11 


54 


15 


20 


4 


11 


50 


No. of Deaths, 


3 


11 


: — 


1 


15 


1 


6 


1 


3 


li 


Percentage on pri- 
son population, . 


•3 


2-6 


- 


•4 


•96 


•1 


1-5 


M 


1*5 


•80 






18G2. 


1863. 




I 

‘S'd -2 

O 

II 


f*a 

1 1 

a* 


gjj 
11 : 


i*. 
o . 
X*o 

Bm 


ci 

i 


"d 

p 

3 

t 


f! 

s* 


If 

<5*1 

11 
to a 


ft 




No. of Prisoners, . . 


708 


416 


79 


316 


1,519 


783 


460 


75 


u 


1,688 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . . 


14 


27 


4 


17 


62 


9 


26 


4 


17 


56 


No. of Deaths, 


8 


10 


— 


rj 


23 


m 


4 


1 


5 


19 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, . 


M 


2*4 


- 


1*5 


1-5 


1-2 


•8 


- 


1*3 


M 






18G4. 




1865. 








Js 

u 


.2.® 

f| 


sJ 

1| 
CO <9 


•I. 

|3 


Totals, 1864. 


1 

$ 

1 

ro* 


f! 

a ^ 


2* 

|m 

11 
CO c9 


Mountjoy 

Male. 


1 

£ 


No. of Prisoners, . 


918 


499 


99 


290 


1,806 


901 


486 


m 


221 


1,713 


Average^daily No. 


8 


30 


8 


16 


62 


8 


28 


■ 


19 




No. of Deatlhs, 


7 


13 


2 


m 


32 


10 


10 


2 


2 


24 


Percentage on pri- 
son population, . 


•7 


2-6 


2-0 


3-4 


1*7 


1-1 


2 


1*9 


•9 


1-4 



* Phil >Jst 0 TO Prison was olossd on tio 31st Marei, 1862. 
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RETtntN showing the Peoportion of Sick, and Deaths to the Appendix. 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the vear 



1866 . 



1866. 



— 


Spike 

Island. 


Mountjoy 

Female. 


Smitlifield 
and Lusk, j 


Mountjoy 

Male. 


Total, 1866. 


No. of Prisoners, . 


799 ' 


462 


96 


191 


1,548 


Average daily No. of Sick, 


12 


23 


3 


10 


48 


No. of Deaths, 


12 


5 


- 


6 


23 


Per centage on prison population, 
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